








Reconstruction of Nostrand Avenue
from Eastern Parkway to Clarkson Avenue

Nostrand Avenue is one of the main thoroughfares in Brooklyn, running through several different
neighborhoods. This street is heavily congested with city buses, delivery trucks, taxis, cars and

Kingston Avenue

Kingston Avenue has grown into a major commercial corridor, serving the needs of a growing Dis-
trict 9 population. This roadway from Eastern Parkway to Empire Boulevard is badly deteriorated,
with trolley tracks protruding through the asphalt making it dangerous for road users. The Board is

requesting a capital reconstruction project for this street that will include sidewalks, street lighting,
and sewer and water main reconstruction.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Community Board 9 has repeatedly brought to the attention of the agency the problems with flooding in
the district. We continue to request a catch basin reconstruction project for the district to correct capac-
ity and other drainage problems in the district. A trench restoration project should be undertaken with
the Department of Transportation to address any problems in our streets that were caused by Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection related sewer and/or water main repair/replacement projects.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The importance of an adequately trained and properly equipped Fire Department cannot be over-em-
phasized. Appropriate training and proper equipment help to provide that safety net that our fire fighters
need in their life-saving efforts on our behalf, One lesson learned from the 2003 Blackout that crippled
the city, is that firehouses should be equipped with power generators. We strongly urge the agency and
our elected officials to fully fund the acquisition of power generators for all firehouses in the city.

The Board, however, is strongly opposed to the complete closing of our engine and fire companies
for medical and training activities. Although units outside the district are assigned to respond to
Community District 9, any delay in the response time is potentially life threatening and conse-
quently leaves our residents vulnerable in the interim.

The Board sees a strong need for the provision of fire prevention and educational programs to be
implemented for Community District 9, including the Child Fire Starter Program. This program,
which provides early intervention services and has worked well in other areas, will help to reach
those children who are at risk, thus saving valuable life and property. In addition, an increase in fire
prevention programs will also help in the education of our citizens, thus reducing the risk of fire.

We strongly encourage continued funding for the Carbon Monoxide Detector distribution pro-
gram, and continue to support the Fire Detector distribution program.
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Fire Marshals

The swift investigation of fires should be a priority. The lack of adequate numbers of Fire Mar-
shals hampers the agency’s ability to immediately begin the investigation as to the cause of a fire.
Appropriate funding must be made available for the hiring of additional Fire Marshals to address
this void. Not only will this lead to the apprehension of suspected arsonist(s), but will also help
to curb the number of suspicious fires.

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS SERVICES

The revitalization of our local commercial strips is one of our main priorities. We urge the agency to con-
tinue to work with us for the revitalization of the following commercial strips in Community District 9:

e Nostrand Avenue from Eastern Parkway to Clarkson Avenue;

® Kingston Avenue from Eastern Parkway to Empire Boulevard;

® Utica Avenue from Empire Boulevard to Eastern Parkway

® Bedford/Franklin/Rogers Avenues from Eastern Parkway to Parkside Avenue;
® Flatbush Avenue from Empire Boulevard to Clarkson Avenue;

® Empire Boulevard from Utica to Flatbush Avenues

Community Board 9 is particularly interested in immediate revitalization projects for Nostrand Av-
enue, Kingston Avenue, Utica Avenue and Flatbush Avenue. These are our main commercial strips.
We see these strategic commercial locations as playing a vital role in the community’s economy.
The reconstruction of Kings County Hospital Center, the establishment of the Biotechnology Plaza,
the expansion of Medgar Evers College of the City University of New York, opens up opportuni-
ties to attract viable businesses to the district to provide an array of consumer products and services,
leading to the revitalizing not only the district’s economy, but the quality of life as well.

NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORITY
Subway Station Rehab

Subway stations within the Community District 9 are still in need of rehabilitation including the
President Street Station, Franklin Avenue Station, Nostrand Avenue Station, Kingston Avenue,
Sterling Street and Winthrop Street subway stations.

The Board is pleased that the MTA/NYCTA has finally recognized that the Eastern Parkway-Brook-
lyn Museum Station meets their criteria for stations to be ADA compliant. This subway station
serves Community Districts 8 and 9 and the major cultural institutions in our district — the Brooklyn
Museum of Art, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden and the Brooklyn Public Library. Thousands of local
residents, visitors from the five boroughs and tourists from across the country and the world use this
station to visit our neighborhoods and cultural institutions. These are the lucky ones. The disabled
and our senior citizens cannot visit these institutions if they do not have access to a personal vehicle.
Although, this station is not slated for immediate ADA compliance, we are pleased that the station
has been approved for the designation and will work hard to make it a reality.
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Response to complaints of building and zoning violations in the district by the Department of
Buildings is poor. Follow-up to ensure compliance is even worse. To compound matters we have
seen a rise in the numbers of unsafe buildings — bulging bricks, cracked exteriors, facade collapses,
and other unsafe conditions. In addition, non-conformance with a building’s Certificate of Occu-
pancy provisions and commercial uses in residential zones are all on the rise in the district. A more
effective and efficient code enforcement operation is needed to address the building and zoning
violations that seriously hamper the safety and quality of life of our residents.

CONCLUSION

It is Community Board 9°s belief that quality of life begins with good health and the nurturing of
a built environment, set in aesthetically pleasing neighborhoods and reinforced with educational
and economic development. We believe that there is much to be done to enhance the quality of
life for current and future residents. Our goal is to revitalize our neighborhoods to provide a safe
and healthful setting, a place of tranquility and respite from the tasks of assimilation and striving
to succeed. In order to accomplish these goals, the Board will continue to work with the City’s
agencies, elected officials and community to address the needs identified here.
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Rabbi Jacob Z. Goldstein Pearl R. Miles
Chairman District Manager
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