











tially bring in billions of dollars in infrastructure improvements and potentially thousands of jobs.
These include, but are certainly not limited to, proposals to replace or rehabilitate the Gowanus
Expressway, a major container port. Federal Building # 2, Brooklyn Army Terminal, South Brook-
lyn Marine Terminal, Bush Terminal, the Moor McCormick Building and a waterfront park. In the
past, the Sunset Park waterfront was a vital link in the economic engine of Brooklyn, but hard times
have befallen this area in the past few decades. We now see a new tide of prosperity potentially
coming to our shore.

Our Community Board recognizes the economic potential of our waterfront and began to plan for
our future more than ten years ago by initiating a 197-A study of the area. By the end of the year
we will complete our study and be ready to submit it to the City. We have worked diligently to hold
as many community meetings and forums as possible and have held these meetings in Spanish and
Chinese. as well as English. We have tried to include insights and interests from all segments of
our community and have held meetings with many City and State agencies to ensure we are pursu-
ing achievable goals. The 197-A Plan will be an important tool for intelligent development and
community-based planning.

Unfortunately, while in many ways the planning effort has been a tribute to the hard work of vol-
unteers, committee members, and staff, we often do not have the expertise when it comes to many
aspects of planning and we needed a planner to help in this endeavor. Furthermore, materials and
publications are vital to the dissemination of information to the community. While the City pro-
vides the legal grounds for the study there is no corresponding budget line. This puts the Commu-
nity Board in the unusual position of having to raise funds through a fiscal conduit agency to pay
for our planner, printing and other expenses. Potentially, this could be a conflict for our or other
Community Boards because those who donate funds may seek to influence the outcome of a study.
Therefore, we believe that the City should provide a budget line or fund for 197-A plans. At the
very least, we believe the City should provide assistance in finding appropriate grants or founda-
tions that may be applicable for these studies.

We are heartened that EDC recognizes that our community deserves the same access to our waterfront

that other communities enjoy with theirs. EDC proposes to create a 23.7-acre public park in the area

of the Bush Terminal Piers. Our Board strongly supports this effort and we wish for construction to

commence as quickly as possible. We also support increasing the size of the park to maximize the

community’s access to the waterfront and recreational opportunities. Additional public space may

also be found alongside some of our development projects. For example, an underused corridor
abutting the harbor behind Brooklyn Army Terminal could be attached to the public space of the pier

increasing our waterfront access. We are excited about other opportunities for public space as part of
a Brooklyn-wide waterfront greenway/bike/pedestrian path as proposed by several organizations.

Another opportunity that may allow for an integration of economic activities and waterfront access
is EDC’s upgrade of the bulkheads and sheds at the South Brooklyn Marine Terminal. EDC issued
an RFP for the site and is contracting with Axis Group, an automobile importer and customizer to
operate the facility. We have been informed that such a facility may create 400 jobs. In addition,
we discussed “greening” the edges of the facility, perhaps all the way to the water and possibly as
part of the larger proposed greenway. The edge of the greenway would be directly adjacent to the
Bush Terminal Piers, the future home of our waterfront park, thereby allowing for a link of these
recreational spaces. We believe this potential for an integration of economic development and
public green space will be a model for similar development around the City.
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Our Board welcomes economic development along our waterfront, but insist this development
is limited to water-dependent and community uses. Our waterfront is our greatest physical asset
with spectacular views and large areas of land ripe for development. Very little of our waterfront,
Brooklyn Army Terminal Pier 4 (58th Street). is open for public access making it even more valu-
able to the community. Much more of our waterfront must be made accessible for the people of
this community. The recent construction of a power plant at 23rd Street by the New York Power
Authority on the waterfront has taken a large site from the community and placed a facility on the
water that could have been placed in an area that wasn’t adjacent to the harbor. Despite a promise
from NYPA., this site is now strewn with weeds and garbage, thereby increasing the negative im-
pact this loud, odiferous site has on the community.

We strongly believe that any development in our community must be sensitive to current residents
and businesses. Should businesses be required to move as part of a major development, priority
should be given to relocating the business within the community. Our priority is to bring addi-
tional jobs to the community, not to force some businesses to leave.

Our community has seen much of its potential wasted in the past from the placement of negative
impact facilities, such as the Metropolitan Detention Center, power plants, and waste transfer sta-
tions. The community has received a disproportionate number of these facilities while many of
the other neighborhoods in the City receive money to lessen the impact of such facilities or relo-
cated them altogether. In the interest of equity of City services, we must insist that a moratorium
on such negative impact facilities be placed in the community so that we have the opportunity to
determine how we may best develop some of our assets, such as the former FDA building on 3rd
Avenue, in the interest of the community. We must insist that fair-share principles are respected
when siting such facilities and that a local public hearing must take place for each proposed facil-
ity before any other facilities are allowed.

In addition to our industrial and manufacturing area, economic development must also address the
three major commercial corridors in the district: 5th Avenue, 8th Avenue, and Prospect Park West.
These commercial areas must be maintained through grants, low interest loans, and a serious at-
tempt to address the universal needs of store owners, such as over-zealous Sanitation Enforcement
Personnel, maintenance, and replacement of parking meters, more lighting on the strips and better

protection from the NYPD. The City should also consider locating municipal parking facilities
near these vital commercial centers.

SUMMARY

We are of the opinion that this Statement of Needs reflects the basic requirements of our residents.
The people of our community and the citizenry of New York are among the most heavily taxed
population in the nation and, even so, forecasted budget deficits threaten to force budget cuts,
which may force service delivery cuts. Our board will not accept service cuts and this Statement
of Needs serves as a blueprint for the improvement of services in our district.

We sincerely hope that agencies will give serious consideration to our needs and suggestions
and that blatant rejection of programs and new policies will cease. It is our hope that individual
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agencies will stop telling us that something “can’t be done” but will seriously pursuer ways to
implement our suggestions. Only in this way and with improved dialogue and cooperation can we
ensure the quality-of-life for our residents and the vital continuation of the City of New York.

Sincerely,

Randolph Peers Jeremy Laufer

Chairman District Manager
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