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provide for the increased population the development will generate and the shadows cast by the
approved design would diminish the benefits of the surrounding open space resources. However,
for all the new development occurring and anticipated, the City plans provide only about 1.5 addi-
tional acres of privately-owned passive open space — an open space of the roof of an underground
parking garage and a pedestrian plaza at Albee Square. It should be noted that while the eventual
completion of the Brooklyn Bridge Park over the course of the next 10 years will add a significant
number of park acres, that park is a regional one located at the extreme edge of the district, furthest
from the district’s most poorly served communities. While a most welcome project, it will not
serve as a substitute for an adequate neighborhood park system.

Because the already acute deficiency in usable open space will only worsen, Community Board
Two has made the development of additional open space — particularly active space and recre-
ational facilities — and the upgrading and maintenance of existing facilities a top priority. Chief
among these are the funding for the subsequent phases of McLaughlin Park plus funding for the
desired intergenerational recreation center at South Oxford Street. Also needed are the renovation
of Sixteen Sycamores Playground to serve the new Hoyt-Schermerhorn development and renova-
tions to Commodore Barry Park, the only park in Community District 2 with athletic fields and a
pool needed to serve the district’s largest concentration of youth and low income population.

Another site of particular concern is Walt Whitman Park, which is sandwiched between the Federal -
District Courthouse and the new Office of Emergency Management headquaters. The park has been
used for the past several years as a construction staging area for the expansion and renovation of the
Federal Courthouse. The expansion is completed and it is the community board’s understanding that
a financial settlement has been reached reimbursing the city for the loss of the park during construc-
tion. The Department of Parks and Recreation needs to move quickly to restore the park for public
use. Some time ago, community residents created a redesign for the park that would better serve
neighborhood residents and schools with active recreation space. Walt Whitman Park was also stud-
ied when Cadman Plaza Park, across Washington Street, was renovated in the last year.

In addition to seeking more open space acres and recreation facilities, the Board recognizes that
there is an urgent need to expedite the pace of rehabilitating the existing parks to better serve
more people. Lighting, both in and around all streets adjacent to parks, tree planting and pruning,
landscaping and erosion control are needed, as are rehabilitation of pavements, playing courts and
amenities, such as comfort stations and water fountains. Redesign of sufficient numbers of park
pathways and facilities to make parks accessible to the disabled are crucial capital items.

Maintenance of the parks and security are critical needs. Permanently posted park enforcement of-
ficers in the district are essential. Their presence in the parks is necessary to preserve park resources
and enforce posted parks regulations to create safe, secure, pleasurable parks. Restoring and main-
taining clean, working comfort stations, safe drinking water fountains and performing early and
timely regular clean-up and garbage pick-ups are high priorities for all parks and playgrounds.

Recreational personnel are urgently needed to ensure effective and safe programs, especially at Fort
Greene, Crispus Attucks, Cadman Memorial-Walt Whitman, Commodore Barry and McLaughlin
parks, and all playgrounds and schoolyards within the district.

Significantly increased numbers of trees and other plantings throughout the district are needed for
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their aesthetic enhancement and positive environmental effects of cooling, improving air quality
and lessening noise impact. Greater resources are needed for the Urban Forestry division of the

Department of Parks and Recreation to increase and maintain the park and street trees. Programs
to increase plantings in areas of highways and high traffic volume need support and expansion.

WATERFRONT

The waterfront along Community District Two has three distinct sections; the planned Brooklyn Bridge
Park, a Consolidated Edison plant, and the former Brooklyn Navy Yard, now an industrial park.

There is a vital need for continued public input and review of all aspects of the development of
Brooklyn Bridge Park — the transportation access study, the design and implementation — to achieve
maximum public access and benefit. This is especially critical in view of the severe deficiency
in public open space and recreational opportunities detailed above. However, the waterfront park,
located on the edge of the district, will be a regional asset and is not a substitute for adequate local
parks, particularly in some of our most underserved areas that are at the eastern side of the district.

The minimization of adverse impacts on the surrounding communities, preservation of historic
sites in the development areas and respectful treatment of burial sites in the former military facility
must be integral parts of all waterfront projects. Completion of the greenway for pedestrians and
cyclists along the entire stretch of waterfront is strongly supported.

POLICE

We are very proud of the quality of policing in our Community District. This applies to the 84th
and 88th Precincts, Transit District 30 and Housing Police Service Area 3. The Board supports
foot and bicycle patrols in our neighborhoods as an effective crime prevention strategy as well as
an enhancement of civilian and police relations.

In view of the increased development in and around downtown Brooklyn, it is critical that a special
enforcement unit of the NYPD be created for the area, which is the third largest Central Business
District in New York City. The 84th and 88th precincts do not have sufficient personnel to address
the enormous traffic enforcement duties: rampant double parking, illegal parking in bus stops, fire
zones, and loading zones, trucks on off-limits streets, illegal use of parking passes, ubiquitous horn
honking, and illegal vans that interfere with the proper use of licensed vans.

In this age of budget cuts we believe there is an increased need for evaluation by all law enforcement
agnecies to ensure that resources are being most effectively employed. Our precincts are losing too
many experienced officers to more lucrative positions outside of the department. Measures to retain
our uniformed officers must be instituted if the quality of policing is to be maintained. The urgency in
locating a site for the new 88th precinct house is stressed so that the current schedule may be adhered
to for acquisition with design and construction to be completed in a timely manner.

YOUTH SERVICES

Community Board Two supports the continuation of quality youth services and programs in our
District and the development of more such programs to adequately serve all youth in need of such
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programs. The Board continues to foster a collaboration between existing youth services provid-
ers and other interested local entities.

We are particularly interested in Career Technical Education programs to provide our youth with
the tools and socialization skills they need to face an ever-changing world. The public schools
in our District need to be revitalized, renovated, and expanded, where crowded, to ensure that
our youth have the proper environment in which to learn. Programs that help to build character,
broaden the horizons of our youth and provide a vocational component to their learning experi-
ences are of top priority to Community Board Two. Toward this end, we support the Beacon
program’s school-based community centers as one component within the development of a range
of youth services programming.

As noted above in our discussion of parks and recreation needs statement, Community District
Two has an acute deficiency in appropriate facilities for youth. The District contains less than half
the recommended amount of acreage of active space. There is no city-run recreation center in the

District. Our District needs upgrading of its public school facilities and expansion of after-school
program opportunities.

In planning for Brooklyn Bridge Park, all efforts should be made to encourage free/low cost ac-
cess to youth for sports and recreational activities. We encourage the proposed renovation, up-
keep and staffing of McLaughlin Park at Tillary and Jay streets.

Finally, there are problems that are prevalent among certain segments of our youth population
including juvenile crime, teenage pregnancy, substance abuse and homelessness. Interagency
collaboration should be enhanced to ensure effective, efficient service delivery to this segment of
the youth population.

Sincerely,

Shirley A. McRae

4. He

Shirley A. McRae
Chairperson
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