





Public and Private Schools
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY DISTRICT 18

Map Enroliment October 2006 School
Key Name Address Prek-8 9-12 Total  District
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Elementary School - Public
1 PSe66 845 E 96 St 657 3 660 18
2 PS 114 RYDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 1077 Remsen Ave 922 0 922 18
3PS 115 DANIEL MUCATEL SCHOOL 1500 East 92 St 1,202 0 1,202 18
4 PS 119 THE AMERSFORT SCHOOL 3829 Ave K 483 0 483 22
5  PS203 FLOYD BENNETT SCHOOL 5101 Ave M 942 0 942 22
6  PS 207 ELIZABETH G LEARY SCHOOL 4011 Fillmore Ave 851 0 851 22
7  PS222 KATHERINE R SNYDER SCHOOL 3301 Quentin Road 888 0 888 22
8  PS 236 MILL BASIN SCHOOL 6302 Ave U 607 0 607 22
9  PS 251 PAEDERGAT SCHOOL 1037 E 54 St 664 0 664 22
10 PS 260 BREUCKELEN SCHOOL 875 Williams Ave 443 0 443 19
11 PS 272 CURTIS ESTABROOK SCHOOL 101-24 Seaview Ave 803 0 803 18
12 PS276 LOUIS MARSHALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 1070 East 83 St 928 0 928 18
13 PS 277 GERRITSEN BEACH SCHOOL 2529 Gerritsen Ave 428 0 428 22
14 PS 279 HERMAN SCHREIBER SCHOOL 1070 East 104 St 812 0 812 18
15 PS 312 BERGEN BEACH SCHOOL 7103 Ave T 881 0 881 22
16 PS326 1800 Utica Ave 290 0 290 22
Middle School - Public
17 IS 68 ISAAC BILDERSEE 956 East 82 St 1,032 79 1,111 18
18 1S 211 JOHN WILSON IS 1001 East 100 St 691 71 762 18
19  JHS 78 ROY H. MANN 1420 East 68 St 1,173 82 1,255 22
High School - Public
20  CANARSIE HIGH SCHOOL 1600 Rockaway Parkway 1 2,735 2,736
21 INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 755 E 100 St 0 158 158
22 SOUTH SHORE HIGH SCHOOL 6565 Flatlands Ave 0 1,673 1,673
PRIVATE AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS
Elementary School - Private/Parochial
23 CROWN HEIGHTS YESHIVA 6363 Ave U 320 0 320
24 FAITH CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 4422 Ave J 52 0 52
25  GREAT COMMISSION CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 1187 E 92 St 16 0 16
26 MARINE PARK DAY SCHOOL 1972 E 34 St 54 0 54
27  MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN SCHOOL 1326 East 57 St 302 0 302
28  OURLADY OF TRUST AT SAINT JUDE SCHOOL 1696 Canarsie Road 277 0 277
29 OURLADY OF TRUST SCHOOL - HOLY FAMILY 9719 Flatlands Ave 249 0 249
CAMPUS
30  OURLADY OF TRUST SCHOOL-OUR LADY OF 744 East 87 St 228 0 228
MIRACLES CAMPUS
31 SAINT BERNARD SCHOOL 2030 East 69 St 350 350
32 YESHIVA AHAVAS TORAH 2961 Nostrand Ave 232 232
33 YESHIVA ATERES YISROEL 8101 Ave K 193 193
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Public and Private Schools
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY DISTRICT 18

Map Enroliment October 2006 School
Key Name Address Prek-8 9-12 Total  District
Middle School - Private/Parochial
34 YESHIVA RTZAHD 8700 Ave K 68 0 68
K-12 School & Junior/Senior High School - Private
35  BAISMEIR 9517 Ave J 24 144 168
36  BROOKLYN AMITY SCHOOL 1501 Hendrickson St 139 24 163
37 CHRISTIAN HERITAGE ACADEMY 1100 East 42 St 234 45 279
38 MESIVTA TIFERES YISROEL 1271 E 35 St 590 198 788
39 SCHOLAR SKILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 1577 E 48 St 10 10 20
40 YESHIVA GEDOLAH OHR YISROEL 1265 E 108 St 34 156 190
41 YESHIVA RAMBAM 3300 Kings Hwy 2 FI 25 136 161
High School - Private/Parochial
42 MESIVTA LEV BONIM 8700 Ave K 0 71 71
43 TIFERES ACADEMY 1960 Schenectady Ave 0 7 7
Special/Other School - Private/Parochial
44 REACH FOR THE STARS LEARNING CTR 3300 Kings Hwy 15 0 15
45 STEP-SPECIAL TORAH EDUCATION PROGRAM 3005 Ave L 37 20 57
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GEOGRAPHIC REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2008 ADOPTED CAPITAL BUDGET
($ IN THOUSANDS)

TOTAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION  FY2008 ADOPTED THREE YEAR PROGRAM REQUIRED TO
LINE TITLE AS OF 5/31/07 CAP BUDGET FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 COMPLETE
HB-535 RECONST & STRUCT REHAB BDGE AVE H & 40TH 9,805 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
ST, BROOKLYN 5,884 (S) 0 (s) 0 (8) 0 (s) 0 (s) 0 (8)
HB-1022 BRIDGE REHABILITATION, FLATBUSH AVENUE, 9,111 (CN) 0 (cN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
ETC.. BROOKLYN
HB-1023 BRIDGE REHABILITATION, MILL BASIN 61,120 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 47,772 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
BRIDGE, ETC., BROOKLYN 15,000 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 95,583 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F)
15,000 (S) 0 (s) (s) (s) (s) (s)
HB-1024 BRIDGE REHABILITATION, BELT PARKWAY OVER 80,012 (CN) 24,950 (CN) 38,480 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
PAERDEGAT BASIN, BROOKLYN 30,000 (F) 129,020 (F) 91,520 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F)
10,125 (8) 0 (s) 0 (8) 0 (s) 0 (s) (s)
HB-1072 RECONSTRUCTION BELT SHORE PARKWAY/FRESH 26,822 (CN) 31,985 (CN) 21,044 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) (CN)
CREEK BIN 2-23150-9, BROOKLYN 5,000 (F) 88,456 (F) 55,956 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F)
2,000 (s) 0 (s) 0 (s) 0 (s) (s) 0 (8)
HB-1091 RECONSTRUCTION OF THE BELT PARKWAY BRIDGE 11,221 (CN) 42,946 (CN) 34,130 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
OVER ROCKAWAY PKWY, BROOKLYN 0 (F) 31,870 (F) 21,870 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F)
HD-158 NEHEMIAH PROGRAM, ASSOC. COSTS, BROOKLYN 41,873 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
AND THE BRONX
HD-161 SPRING CREEK, ASSOC. COSTS, BROOKLYN 29,131 (CN) 8,110 (CN) 4,400 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
HW-C032 KINGS HIGHWAY, LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING, cp 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) cp
BROOKLYN
HW-C614 RECONSTRUCTION OF BERGEN AVE & STS IN VIC cP 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) cp
OF AVE T & E71, BROOKLYN
HW-613 RECONSTRUCTION OF FARRAGUT ROAD, BROOKLYN cp 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) cp
0 (P) 0 (P) 0 (p) 0 (p)
HW-614 RECONSTRUCTION OF BERGEN AVE & STS IN VIC 32,481 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 18,694 (CN) 0 (CN)
OF AVE T & E71, BKLYN
HW-636 RECONSTRUCTION, AVENUE J FROM DAHILL RD. 5,238 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
TO FLATLANDS AVENUE, BROOKLYN 8,097 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F)
491 (P) (P) (P) (P) 0 (P) 0 (p)
HW-688 RECONSTRUCTION, PAERDEGAT 1ST TO 15TH 4,789 (CN) 0 (cN) 0 (cN) 0 (CN) 0 (cN) 0 (CN)
STREETS, BROOKLYN
HW-855 RECONSTRUCT EAST 108TH STREET FROM SEAVIEW 1,334 (CN) 980 (CN) 558 (CN) 0 (CN) 6,134 (CN) 0 (CN)
TO FLATLANDS AVE., BROOKLYN
LB-C003 SITE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION OF NEW 100 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
CANARSIE BRANCH LIB, BROOKLYN
P-C077 RECONSTRUCTION OF MARINE PARK, BROOKLYN 7,222 (CN) (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
1,193 (s) 0 ( 0 ( 0 (s) 0 (8) 0 (8)
P-77 REHABILITATION OF PARK BUILDING, MARINE cp 7,310 (CN) 800 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) cp
PARK 0 (s) 0 (s) 0 (s) 0 (s)
P-1130 CONSTRUCT AND RECONSTRUCT SHORE PKWY BIKE cp 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) cp
PATHS, BROOKLYN 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F) 0 (F)
0 (s) 0 (s) 0 (s) (s)
P-1241 RECONSTRUCTION, CANARSIE PARK, BROOKLYN cp 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) cp
S-199 CONSTRUCTION, GARAGE, SANITATION DISTRICT 25,256 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (cN) 0 (CN)

17/18, BROOKLYN

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON EACH PROJECT, REFER TO PART 1 OF THE ADOPTED CAPITAL BUDGET
PAGE: 64C
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GEOGRAPHIC REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2008 ADOPTED CAPITAL BUDGET
($ IN THOUSANDS)

COMMUNITY BOARD DISTRICT 18, BROOKLYN

TOTAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION FY2008 ADOPTED THREE YEAR PROGRAM REQUIRED TO
LINE TITLE AS OF 5/31/07 CAP BUDGET FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 COMPLETE
$-205 CONSTRUCTION, NEW BORO. REPAIR SHOP FOR 13,328 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
BROOKLYN AND QUEENS
SE-767 STORM SEWER IN GATEWAY ESTATES, ETC. 17,782 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN) 0 (CN)
BROOKLYN 0 (CX) 70 (CX) 0 (CX) 0 (CX) 0 (Cx) 0 (CX)
SE-768 SANITARY SEWER IN GATEWAY ESTATES, ETC. 13,008 (CX) 5,097 (CX) 0 (CXx) 0 (Cx) 0 (CX) 0 (CXx)

BROOKLYN

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON EACH PROJECT, REFEngg PART 1 OF THE ADOPTED CAPITAL BUDGET
PAGE:
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MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG
Mayor

MARTY MARKOWITZ
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SAUL NEEDLE
Chairperson

DOROTHY TURANO
District Manager

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 18

5715 AVENUE H - SUITE 1D - BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11234-1999
TELEPHONE (718) 241-0422

TOLL FREE 1-800-564-5127

FAX (718) 531-3199

email:bkbrd18@optonline.net

STATEMENT OF NEEDS AND PRIORITIES
FISCAL YEAR 2009

Within the boundaries of Community Board #18 are many communities
that comprise the “southern tier” of Brooklyn which can be classified as middle
income neighborhoods with a solid tax base.

Throughout our communities there exists a network of volunteer civic, parent,
religious, and service organizations working in a harmonious atmosphere of partner-
ship with our elected officials to enhance the quality of life for all of our residents. It
is that spirit of commitment and activity that makes the neighborhoods of Community
Board #18 perhaps some of the finest places in which to live and raise a family.

The communities that comprise Community Board #18 are truly representa-
tive of the city as a whole. These neighborhoods must be maintained in order to at-
tract and keep families, business, and industry in the city. Only through a comprehen-
sive program of improvement and long-range planning can we attempt to fulfill these
planning objectives. Every effort must be made by the city to grant and, hopefully,
exceed our Capital and Expense Budget requests and recognize the priorities that we
have attached to these funding recommendations. Unfortunately, at the present fund-
ing level only the basic and essential facilities and services can be maintained.

We urge the Mayor’s Community Assistance Unit and the Department of In-
formation Technology and Telecommunications (DLitt) to continue its strong working
relationship between their centralized staff and our Community Board to assist in the
resolution of problems and issues. We commend their expansion of interned access.

We are bewildered, however, as to why, in this age of advanced reporting
technology, requests for an on-line computer generated and electronically submit-
ted Street Activity Permit Application process continue to be ignored! The current
process is labor intensive, cost ineffective, and still requires the use of an antiquated
typewriter for penetration through the numerous copies!

We urge increased computer support programs to keep-in-step with the con-

stant spiraling technological advances. The need for computer support services 1s

becoming even more essential as the use of the interned for conducting government
business increases.
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City Council Introduction 174-A is a victory and a milestone for Community Boards and
for all New Yorkers. The legislation amended the City Charter to require DLitt to provide elec-
tronic data, broken down by community district, on complaints collected by the 311 Citizen Ser-
vice Center. This Charter Amendment is an important step toward sharing 311 data. However,
we still need to be included in the city’s complaint collection, tracking, and resolution processes.
Only through personal interaction and sharing of information between the Community Board and
city agencies can we enhance city service delivery and coordinate efforts to improve the quality of
life for our residents.

GATEWAY NATIONAL PARK/JAMAICA BAY AND TRIBUTARIES

Paerdegat Basin, on the Northwestern edge of Jamaica Bay, is one of the largest remaining
coastal ecosystems in the New York City area. Portions of the Gateway National Recreation Area
are on both banks at its mouth and dot the landscape.

As part of the “Gateway System,” we serve as host to Flood Bennett Field -- an historic
treasure -- home to the first municipal airfield, where the sounds of the departing aircraft of Wiley
Post, Amelia Aerhart and Douglas “wrong-way” Corrigan stand as a testament to times past. Now...
ruinous hangars, derelict buildings, and dilapidated roads abound. A cemetery of destroyed boats
and debris mark the field’s coast, and the legendary runway is now a barren pothole-ridden road. The
park’s surrounding waters are still polluted, visitor services are limited, and the loss of native species
is widespread. With nearly 400 buildings and structures, many of which are seriously deteriorated
and remain empty, park managers are hard pressed to preserve or restore them with the limited re-
sources provided by the Department of the Interior and National Parks Service.

In 2006 the National Parks Service leased four (4) of the eight (8) original airport hangars as a
business concession for a “mega” community-based sports and entertainment complex. The historical
integrity of some of the hangars have, therefore, been alleged to be compromised by this conversion,
in contradiction to the protection supposedly in place by their inclusion on the National Register and
under their management by the National Park Service. Promoting commercialization and excessive
delegating of public responsibility to private concessionaires jeopardizes this natural treasure.

Throngs of visitors travel to the park to attend large outdoor concerts and major events as
well as to utilize the facilities at the sports and entertainment complex. By virtue of its Federal
Jurisdiction, the National Park Service is immunized from impact studies concerning pedestrian/
vehicular traffic and city infrastructure. Consequently, negligible attention is being given to ac-
commodate the visitors or to alleviate local traffic congestion.

The Board urges the Department of the Interior to restore Flood Bennett Field and its water
access to its original prominence. The restoration of the boat docks at Flood Bennett Field and at
Canarsie Pier would allow for the use of water taxi’s at peak times to facilitate the movement of
participants of large outdoor events as well as visitors to the Park and Sports/Entertainment Com-
plex. It would enable connection with other parts of the Borough and City aboard New York Water
Taxi’s “Hop-on, Hop-off” service which currently stops in Red Hook, Fulton Ferry Landing in
DUMBO, and Governors Island, a National Historic District where the public can enjoy summer
programming and concerts or take a car-free bike ride.

We support the efforts of the National Park Service to implement a pilot marsh restoration proj-

371



ect encompassing approximately two (2) acres of Big Egg Marsh with the Jamaica Bay Wildlife
Refuge, a component of the Gateway National Recreation Area. It is well documented by various
scientific investigations that the tidal marshes that occur in Jamaica Bay are disappearing at an
unprecedented rate. From 1924 to 1999 more than 50% of the bay’s marshes disappeared.

In January 2007, the National Park Service launched a competition named “Envisioning
Gateway™ that focused on a new design for Gateway with the hopes of increasing public awareness
of the park. The project deals with the challenge that sixty one percent (61%) of Gateway is water
and in the next ten (10) years the sea level is expected to increase by six feet as a result of global
climate changes. This administration and its successors need to act upon a plan to protect Gateway
and the city’s waterfront from the effects of sea level rise and storm surges. '

Ashley Scott Kelly and Rikako Wakabayashi presented the winning design entitled “Map-
pery of the Ecotone,” and recommends using the islands off the coast of Canarsie for park visitors
as transportation and education about the tension that occurs when ecological and human environ-
ments intersect. We need to capitalize on this opportunity to preserve and improve local wildlife
and plant habitat. We encourage the expeditious implementation of this project -- concepts are no
substitute for action! Nowhere else in the world is there the potential that exists at Gateway -- to
be used as an example of what an Urban National Park should be.

During the mid-to-late Nineteenth Century Brooklyn experienced explosive growth. Uplands
were leveled, wetlands were filled, and as a progressively more urban landscape developed, storm
sewers were constructed to convey street runoff directly to Paerdegat Basin. The tributary water-
shed to Paerdegat Basin includes 6,825 acres spanning portions of the Canarsie, Brownsville, Crown
Heights, Flatbush, East Flatbush, Marine Park and Flatlands neighborhoods of Brooklyn. The Bay
is the depository of the city’s treated wastewater —- approximately 300 million gallons a day.

Jamaica Bay and its inlets are under the Jurisdiction of the National Park Service, Gate-
way National Recreational Area. Jamaica Bay, which borders on Brooklyn, Queens and Nassau
County, includes 26,645 acres consisting of open water, meadowland, marshes, dunes and forests.
More than 500,000 people live within the Jamaica Bay watershed. The future of this ecosystem,
including wildlife, local homes and infrastructure is of deep interest to conservation groups and
environmentalists as well as community organizations and residents. We continue to stress the
aggressive pursuit, by the Administration, to bring Jamaica Bay water quality to levels that would
meet and, hopefully, exceed Federal standards for recreational use which would ultimately help
save this lush, but threatened natural resource.

The area surrounding the head of Paerdegat Basin supports New York City infrastructure. The
Department of Transportation (DOT) operates a maintenance and storage facility at the northwest cor-
ner. The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) operates a maintenance and storage facility at
the northwest corner and a Pumping Station at the headwater terminus of Paerdegat Basin.

More than a decade ago, a firm commitment was in place by the Department of Envi-
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ronmental Protection as part of the Paerdegat Basin Water Quality Facility Plan to upgrade the
Pumping Station and build a thirty-million gallon underground Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO)
Retention Facility to hold and treat the overflow until the Knapp Street Sewage Treatment Plant
could properly process the sewage. This project, coupled with a twenty-million gallon “in-line”
retention. is an engineering solution to the current pollution problems that continue to plague the
Basin. The project is due for completion in September 2009 and includes Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) maintenance and personnel facilities and a “new home” for Community
Board #18 -- a separate, state-of-the-art, building equipped with offices and a conference/meeting
room for future Community Board Meetings. We have been working closely with DEP Adminis-
tration for more than twelve (12) years, and eagerly await its completion.

Our community is still grappling with the issues surrounding the issuance of an operating
license on city-owned Mill Basin Inlet waterfront property for “Operation and Maintenance of Full
Service Marina at Mill Basin B-166-D-M.” The most recent license agreement was inexplicably
negotiated and allowed for the addition of eleven (11) boat slips and the relocation of an additional
eleven (11) existing boat slips, for a total of more than seventy-five (75) boat slips positioned to ac-
commodate more than one hundred and fifty (150) vessels in a row protruding into the Mill Basin
Inlet. The Community Board did not receive notification of the renewal process, and the “Notice
of Hearing” was mailed to only two (2) of the more than fourteen (14) effected adjacent property
owners. The Community Board was contacted by one (1) of the notified homeowners in 2005 and
Jjoined them in sending letters of objection to the New York State Department of Conservation, New
York District Army Corps of Engineers, and the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation.
Each agency declined ultimate authority for the issuance of the license and/or permits.

In conjunction with the shabby maintenance of the Marina and total disregard for property
boundaries, these additional slips detract significantly from the views of the water, interfering with
the riparian rights of the adjacent homeowners and impairing the ability to safely navigate the
constricted inlet. After numerous conversations and extensive correspondence with the agencies
-- the condition still exists. This continuing situation amounts to, what is clearly, an attack on the
community and the environmental stability of the Mill Basin inlet, a tributary of Jamaica Bay.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

The Board urges increased funding to allow Community Boards to hire planners and consul-
tants to provide the necessary zoning expertise and resources for effective neighborhood planning.
The concept of community-based planning was why New York City’s Community Boards were
created. More than four (4) decades later, despite the tireless efforts of their members and staff,
Community Boards and community-based organizations have few real opportunities to engage in
proactive planning and even fewer opportunities to ensure that development suits neighborhood
needs. Training and resources must be provided to assure active and meaningful participation.

The “piecemeal” rezoning efforts by the Department of City Planning is just that -- a piece-
meal approach to deal with major zoning issues. It is the sense of this Board that all of the commu-
nities within our Board be rezoned to create a rational zoning plan that reflects natural residential,
commercial, and manufacturing boundaries. The current land use is largely an artifact of historical
urbanization. Future land use must be controlled by zoning, public policy, and land use regulations
intended to promote activities appropriate to preserve the neighborhood character and infrastruc-
ture for those who live and work there.
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Comprehensive planning is essential for zoning for the future. Over-development is a city-
wide concern. Zoning must be made to protect the infrastructure and the extraordinary neighbor-
hoods of our City. The Zoning Resolution must be reformed to restrict community facilities from
imposing non-conforming structures in residential districts, over-development of large box-like
condominiums, or the replacement of an historic single family home with a huge community facil-
ity or multi-family dwellings. Neighborhoods are under attack by developers who often work in
conjunction with city agencies to redevelop communities with low population and low density in
the image of Manhattan’s high-rise, mixed-use zoning.

A revised zoning text would virtually eliminate the need for the Board of Standard and Ap-
peals. In its current form, the Board of Standard and Appeals is frequently misused to circumvent
existing antiquated zoning text. Their decisions reflect their own opinions and objectives while alter-
ing the zoning landscape without a concise cohesive zoning objective. We approach the monumental
task of rezoning with trepidation since it has been our experience that the Board of Standards and
Appeals does not uphold those efforts. They will continue to go through the public review process
and ultimately use their powers to place their own “signature” on the zoning landscape.

Community Board 18s housing stock basically consists of well maintained owner occupied
one and two family homes with scattered co-op and large-scale condominium development. Addi-
tionally, there are several high-rise buildings and three New York City Housing Projects (Bayview,
Breukelen and Glenwood) within our boundaries -- all of which have been upgraded using Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) allocations to the New York City Housing Authority.

As the age of our basic one and two family homes advances, we encourage homeowners to do
major home improvements using home equity loans that are available from area banks.

The objectives of our housing priorities are to support continued development of vacant land
suitable for housing with designs that are consistent with the residential nature and character of the
communities. Our goals continue to be achieved by ongoing new development and home improve-
ment incentives offered within the communities. The current private home construction in George-
towne and in the waterfront communities of Bergen Beach and Mill Island, vividly demonstrate our
commitment to support new construction that is in consonance with the surrounding area.

We are concerned about efforts to create “Retail Subdistricts” throughout the City. Our
communities do not need the added heavy commercial burden on our streets and in our neighbor-
hoods. Additionally, the tenuous economic condition of our local “strip” shopping centers, as
well as our network of “Mom & Pop” stores, could not endure the “heavy-handed™ competition
of large discount “mega” stores. We continue to work with merchant groups to develop strategies
for commercial revitalization programs. “Strip” shopping is vital to the economic stability of our
communities, and special attention must be paid to their well-being.

The Community Board questions the Application by the NYC Economic Development
Corporation (EDC) and the Department of Small Business for the Change in the City Map for the
“Mill Basin Projects (Kristal Auto Mall and Toys “R” Us).” The property, totaling 5.5 buildable
acres, fronts on the east side of Flatbush Avenue to the Mill Basin bulkhead line, and south by the
Belt Parkway Right of Way, north of the interchange of Flatbush Avenue with the Belt Parkway.

The proposal includes the Demapping of the mapped portion of Flatbush Avenue, from
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the Belt Parkway to Avenue U, from the subject property, to provide sufficient property for the
construction of the “Kristal Auto Mall™ parcel which is projected to be built in front of Toys “R”
Us. This strategy will narrow city-owned Flatbush Avenue and eliminate the future contemplated
widening of Flatbush Avenue to create a bus lane. How will we plan to accommodate the current
and anticipated massive increase in traffic and bus ridership upon completion of this complex?

We question the process that was followed by EDC and the Department of Small Busi-
ness Services to market this property as two (2) parcels - totaling 5.5 acres. We respectfully urge
the Department of Business Services and EDC to cease their efforts to prematurely advance this
project. As they are well aware, there is a third (3rd) parcel, totaling approximately twelve (12)
buildable acres. for sale next to this tract of land adjacent to the Four Sparrow Marsh land. Why
isn’t that parcel being considered at this time?

The Board is concerned that the already negotiated arrangement with Forest City Ratner
Companies, with a signed Memorandum of Understanding with the city, has somehow been side-
tracked in a desperate effort to advance only half of the development to accommodate the interest
of Vornado Realty Trust who are the owners of the “bankrupt” Toys “R” Us and the Kings Plaza
Shopping Center. We question Vornado’s future plans for Toys “R” Us and/or the property.

Considering the toxic relationship that exists between Vornado Realty Trust and the com-
munity, because of its management of Kings Plaza and its nefarious attempts to circumvent exist-
ing zoning to allow for the development of the Lowe’s Home Improvement Complex in their for-
mer parking lot next to Kings Plaza, serious questions are raised as to their credibility as it relates
to any further negotiations with our community.

We ask the Department of Business Services and EDC to follow the policy they promoted
and executed for the sale and development of the “Gateway” property in Spring Creek - to one (1)
developer responsible for the entire project.

Consequently, it is our expressed belief that the community is best served by Forest City
Ratner Companies, and ask that its proposal for the adjoining parcel be joined with all develop-
ment plans for the entire property to establish a seamless transition of the ownership of the Flat-
bush Avenue property. Forest City Ratner Companies will be responsive to the community, and
ultimately be responsible for the entire property development with a vision and plan. Planning for
the future is imperative for the entire Development of Flatbush Avenue, south of Avenue U (Kings
Plaza Shopping Center) -- north of Gateway National Recreation Area.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Transportation needs, particularly total reconstruction, contract resurfacing, and scheduled
repair of the roadways within the Board area, present an ever increasing need. Much of the existing
street system in the southern portion of the Board area was constructed by builders more than forty
five (45) years ago. Canarsie and surrounding communities were built on landfill that is rapidly de-
teriorating requiring an aggressive street and sewer reconstructive program. The Community Board
urges the Department of Transportation to advance our Board’s Capital Project requests.

As our communities age, it becomes increasingly essential that the Capital Budget needs of
the area be met if we are to maintain public structures and facilities at acceptable levels. Emphasis
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must be placed on long-term infrastructure rebuilding as well as short-range improvements.

Transportation issues persist to rank high on the problem list for our Community Board.
Pedestrian and vehicular safety at many of the intersections within our Board area are the source of
continued concern. The intersections around the Kings Plaza Shopping Center, and the congested
Junction of the “Home Depot™ shopping center along + ith the impending Lowe’s Home Improve-
ment Complex development on the adjourning sites on Avenue U from Kings Plaza to East 57th
Street, present special challenges and are only a few examples of Board requests for pedestrian/
vehicular traffic safety solutions, not studies, to this Agency. A coordinated effort must be made to
implement the suggestions of the costly studies already completed and not initiate new studies.

Kings Plaza Shopping Center, built on city-owned land and leased to Vornado Realty Trust,
is the cause of constant consternation. Numerous costly and time consuming studies have been
performed by outside consultants, the Departments of Transportation and City Planning, as well as
the Borough President’s Office, in an effort to improve pedestrian, vehicular, and bus circulation
problems at the intersections and along Flatbush Avenue and Avenue U. The studies continue to
identify the same problems and continue to propose a myriad number of improvements including
changes in bus stop locations and operations, directional signage, street configuration with the
widening of Avenue U and Flatbush Avenue, and the installation of pedestrian safety fencing along
Avenue U and on the center traffic island on Flatbush Avenue, between Avenues U and V. Our
Community Board also included in our Capital Budget Priorities and Requests a request for the
construction of an elevated pedestrian overpass at this intersection. -- To date...nothing of conse-
quence has been done, except for the movement of bus lanes on Flatbush Avenue and Avenue U
and the widening of the traffic islands on Flatbush Avenue that have created additional confusion,
danger, and further bottleneck the intersection!

All the studies performed...All the dollars spent...All the changes suggested...All the prom-
ises made...All the time wasted -- To date...nothing of consequence has been done. It is the opin-
ion of the Community Board that money should not continually be spent on costly studies. The
problem is self-evident -- the solutions have been proposed -- implement the recommendations.
Remember, as previously stated - concepts are no substitute for action!

EMERGENCY SERVICES - FIRE

We are optimistic that funds will be increased to establish an even greater emergency ser-
vice presence for the improvement of service delivery to battle fires, reduce crime, and enhance
quality of life conditions within our Community Board area.

Fire protection in a residential community, comprising tens of thousands of frame dwellings, is
obviously of paramount concern. The theory used by the Fire Department for “manning” decisions in-
cludes statistics that do not include literally thousands of homes and tens of thousands of area residents
that have become part of the Board area since that statistical information was compiled decades ago.
Consequently, analysis of the Department’s decision should be the subject of “up-to-date” review.

POLICE

We have praiseworthy day-to-day “line” contact with the 63rd Precinct Commanding Of-
ficer, Deputy Inspector Frank V. Cangiarella, and Community A ffairs Officers, Sgt. Christine Bast-
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edenbeck, P.O. Theresa McElroy, and P.O. Patrick Cosgrave, and the Community Affairs Officers
of the 69th Police Precinct, Sgt. Joel Dickerman (who has recently been reassigned and sorely
missed), Sgt. Dady Belfort, and P.O. Dominic Donielle. Active participation by the Police Depart-
ment at the Community Council level further improves community relations. The Auxiliary Po-
lice continue to play a vital role in the day-to-day operations of both Precincts. We strongly urge
that the Police Department enhance their support of these vital groups of community volunteers.

The need for a new 63rd Precinct Stationhouse continues to be an absolute necessity. Al-
though the Department allocates funds for rehabilitation of the antiquated Stationhouse to meet
staffing needs and patrol requirements, the poor conditions and problems still exist. Funding must
be set aside for relocation. Modern, adequately sized police precincts are essential to good polic-
ing. We urge the NYPD to aggressively explore the acquisition of city-owned properties.

Our Community Board has identified specific areas of concern to improve the quality of
life for our area residents. It is mutually agreed that special attention must continue to be given
to the rampant “double parking™ that continues to plague our streets, in general, and the “Kings
Plaza” shopping area, schools, and places of worship, in particular. Other areas of concern are the
illegally parked commercial vehicles and the well-defined “4-Sale” cars left on the streets in our
board area. Strict enforcement of these violations is imperative.

The proliferation of illegal “dollar” vans must continue to be aggressively addressed by
enforcement agencies particularly at and around the Kings Plaza Shopping Center and in Canarsie
along the route to the Gateway Shopping Complex. Rather than develop programs to shift the il-
legal van problem from block-to-block we must adhere to a strong commitment of enforcement.
The Administration must establish stronger enforcement with severe penalties for operation of
licensed, unlicensed, and “renegade” dollar vans. We look forward to working together to bring
this obnoxious blight on our communities under control.

TRANSPORTATION & THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Fares continue to rise, service continues to deteriorate, equipment becomes outdated, and
no light appears on the horizon! We urge the MTA to develop a long-term strategy for meeting
the public transportation needs of our area and for all city residents.

We remain frustrated in our efforts to provide adequate public transportation to other parts
of the Borough due to the lack of speed, curtailed, changed, and/or eliminated service on the sur-
face bus lines. The speed and traffic flow can be easily improved by strict enforcement of regula-
tions prohibiting the use of illegal vans on bus routes and adjacent streets.

We continue to ask for attention to, and relief from, the constant parking, double/triple park-
ing of idling buses outside the Flatbush Bus Depot, 4901-23 Avenue O, on Fillmore Avenue, Utica
Avenue, and along Flatbush Avenue. The buses regularly block the street and the Flatbush Avenue
entrance/exit to the adjacent Floridian Diner and Burger King. They create hazardous pedestrian,
vehicular, and environmental conditions. The TA’s lack of vigilance and action underscores their
unwillingness to work with the community, City and State Agencies, and our elected officials.

Our thanks to the State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) for their dedication,
commitment, and tireless efforts in responding to this offense as well as the progress and planned
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action for the ongoing diesel fuel oil spill clean-up at the Flatbush Bus Depot. We acknowledge
with appreciation their generous spirit of cooperation with the community to answer concerns and
provide timely information.

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS

The maintenance and upkeep of our parks and playgrounds continues to remain a major area of
concern due to insufficient staffing. Many of the parks and playgrounds in our District are in various stag-
es of design, scope and reconstruction. The Board fully supports the continued funding of these projects.
Several of our smaller parks and playgrounds require reconstruction or “in-house” spruce-up. We urge
that these projects as well as increased staffing be addressed through the Capital and Expense Budget.

The implementation of the Greenstreets Program provided us with an opportunity to beau-
tify our barren neighborhood triangles and traffic islands. We wholeheartedly support and com-
mend the continuation of this program. We encourage strategies for additional conservation and
beautification programs to include sorely needed maintenance provisions. Special attention should
be paid to the traffic islands along Kings Highway -- they are in desperate need of reconstruction
and inclusion in the Greenstreets Program.

Parks’ Department equipment and personnel are always needed and in short supply. We urge that
our requests, as well as the Departmental requests, be given a high priority in budget negotiations to ac-
commodate adequate maintenance and operation of our parks. The park areas of Community Board #18
provide recreational and cultural outlets for all ages, and are truly a valued natural resource that must be
protected and maintained. Marine Park comprising 798 Acres, and Seaview Park comprising 540 Acres,
are regional facilities that serve a large population outside our local neighborhoods. We anxiously await
commencement of the construction for the Marine Park Community/Senior Center. This facility will
provide sorely needed recreational activities for our vital seniors and active youth population.

Department budget cuts have historically negatively impacted the F orestry Division of the De-
partment of Parks & Recreation and continue to cause great consternation for the residents of our com-
munity. The large geographic area of our Community Board and its residential neighborhoods are the
“home™ to the largest street tree population in the Borough. Consequently, we must cope with a Parks’
Division that, year after year, falls behind in its protracted pruning and dead tree/stump removal sched-
ules. We are hopeful that additional funds will be allocated to this desperately needed service.

DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

Sanitation Commissioner, John Doherty, brought a life-time of experience to the job. We urge the
administration to listen more closely to his advise and suggestions, and implement many of the manage-
ment proposals he has advanced. Most particularly, give him the manpower necessary to do the job.

The supervisory staff of BK 18, Superintendent Louis Lanni, in particular, have been ex-
emplary in their willingness to work with the Board in developing the maximum potential of their
limited manpower and equipment to deliver quality service to a community experiencing a boom
in residential development and ever-increasing population growth. Increased manpower is also
needed to maintain the numerous center malls along our roadways. Neglected and unattended
they grow into breeding grounds for vermin and illegal dumping becoming a community nuisance
and safety hazard. '
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Increased staffing for the Department of Buildings is critical. -Code enforcement personnel are
a crucial component in enforcing the Zoning Resolutions and Building Codes. Unchecked greed and
neglect will lead to gross abuse in many instances, and dangerous code violations in some instances.

YOUTH

The Board continues to direct its attention to the needs of our area youth by developing
and supporting broad outreach after-school and evening recreational, cultural and educational
programs within the community. We are currently working with our local elected officials, com-
munity and youth organizations, to securing funds for special programs designated to address
identified youth problems.

The State Legislature has given the Mayor broad authority in running the retooled Board of
Education as the Department of Education. Reading and math scores reflect a distorted picture of the
crisis in our local schools. Fancy slogans such as “no child left behind” and ““children first” become
the advertising campaign of a failed system. Closing schools to reopen new schools is costly and
ineffective. We urge the Mayor to continue to examine the direction that public education is going
and recognize the role of the teacher and the need for parental involvement as the first line of defense
in providing a sound basic education. That formula puts “children” first rather than “control” first.

IN CONCLUSION.....

The Charter has broadened the mandate and responsibilities for Community Boards as a
grass-roots vehicle to deliver services to the community, as well as act as a citizen ombudsman.
We continue to make a major impact in implementing our Charter obligations. We look toward
the continued support of the city administration and the combined efforts of our elected officials
and the Community Board, in a partnership with the community -- Civic and Block Associations,
Parent Associations, Religious Groups, Merchant Organizations, and Community Based Service
Providers --as key ingredients in restoring these funds and effectuating these changes so that we
may be even more responsive in addressing the needs of our community.

The partnership that has developed between government and community is best exemplified by
our Statement of Needs and Priorities for Fiscal Year 2009 -- a true product of that joint cooperation.

Respectfully submitted,

Sl Plecdle Poritl, Twrano

Saul Needle Dorothy Turano
Chairperson District Manager

379





