











 Adequate staffing and equipment for Highway and Traffic Operations Bureaus with
particular emphasis on increasing Highway Operations “maintenance gangs” to restore
routine street maintenance - 1address the ever-growing list of hazardous street conditions
within Community District

¢ Focus on traffic planning re_ources for better management of transportation system in
congested commercial areas, specifically, Avenue J within Community District 14. We
believe similar programs should be developed for other commercial streets;

* Continuation and expansion of sidewalk facade improvement programs for commercial
Streets;

¢ Continuation of funding of programs to repair sidewalks in violation in the district and to
provide needed curb cuts to increase pecestrian safety.

Parking Facilities: Adequate off-street parking is seen as an essential component not only
of commercial revitalization programs, but also the District’s Sanitation Service Delivery Plan.
Sufficient off-street parking must be available to enable commercial streets to be effectively
cleaned.

NEEDED:

» Proper maintenance, adequate security, effective signage and appropriate rate structures are
essential for existing parking facilities;

 Coordination with the Department of Buildings to enforce the flagrant violation of
installation of illegal curb cuts throughout the district. There is currently no enforcement
component to have the curb restored, once a violation is issued. The Department of
Transportation should restore the curb in violation and charge the owner of
the property;

» Development of additional off-street parking capacity in areas, where needed, to support
commercial revitalization programs, including additional parking in the Avenue J/Coney
Island Avenue area.

Public Transit Service: Community District 14 is relatively well supplied with rapid
transit facilities. The BMT Brighton Line, for example, bisects the District, and eight (8) of its
stations are located within the board’s boundaries, as are the Flatbush/Nostrand Avenue IRT
station on the east (a major transportation hub) and the IND 18t Avenue Culver Line station
on the west. As with other elements of the City’s infrastructure, however, they suffer from
inadequate maintenance. :

NEEDED:

» Expeditious completion of the station rehabilitation projects and advancement of station and
line improvement projects for rapid transit facilities in the district, particularly those serving
commercial areas;

* Rehabilitation in particular of the Brighton Line right-of-way through the District, including
the restoration of deteriorated protective fences along the right-of-way.
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NEEDED:

* Continued cleanup operations to include removal of tires along the cut which provide a
haven for larvae of the West Nile Virus mosquito, along with other necessary repairs of
eroded sections of the embankment;

e Rapid advancement of the long-delayed secure re-fencing of the entire open cut

EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL FACILITIES

Primary and Secondary School Facilities: The stability and attractiveness of
Community District 14 as a residential area is due in no small measure, to the quality of its
educational facilities. This quality reflects to a high degree the effective and determined
participation of local parents in school policy-making, through Community School Boards and
Parent Associations. Community Board 14 strongly supports their recommendations for needed
improvements to local primary and secondary schools, and their efforts to make a maximum use
of school facilities for both education and other relevant community purposes. In particular, the
board continues to support wholeheartedly, the removal of the teacher parking lot in the
schoolyard of Public School 152 located at Bedford Avenue and Campus Road, and the
development of this area as an outdoor recreational space for use by children as well as youth.

NEEDED:

¢ Expeditious advancement of needed improvements to local primary and secondary schools,
particularly to address the serious problem of overcrowding;

* Maximum utilization of school facilities to meet community needs

Higher Education Facilities: Given its geographic location, Brooklyn College lies at the
center of the community life in District 14. The Community Board enthusiastically supports
implementation of needed improvements to this great institution to improve its ability to serve
the local community as well as all citizen of the borough.

NEEDED:

* Advancement of vitally needed improvements to Brooklyn College’s physical plant.
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Libraries: District 14s existing branch libraries are heavily used and highly valued by the
community. The board strongly supports essential imprcvements needed by these libraries
and objects to any budget cuts. Cuts to the libraries will greatly affect the literacy programs,
including programs for Latch Key Children and for the newly arrived immigrants who use the
libraries, GED programs and many more which have to be eliminated as a result of budget cuts.
Proportionately, the cuts to libraries are far greater than to other City agencies.

NEEDED:

o Continuation of funding previously cut to the local branch libraries to avoid elimination of
these important programs in the district;

Advancement of needed improvements to local branch libraries;

Adequate funding to assure that all branches remain open;

Adequate staffing to assure acceptable levels of service are provided

Advancement of construction of the new Kensington Branch Library

Cultural Affairs: Community cultural activities are an essential component of quality of
life in all communities of the City. Their continuation is needed to enhance City livability and
promote the stability of communities.

NEEDED:

* Adequate funding for the Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College
(BCBC), which has provided this community with performances by the world’s famous
artists;

» Adequate funding for the Brooklyn Arts and Cultural Association (BACA), which has
provided continuing support to District’s 14 community activities, along with other local
cultural and artistic program.

COMMUNITY BOARDS

Community Boards are an essential component of City government. In addition to their
Charter-mandated responsibilities, they provide crucial agency linkages as well. The Boards
have worked hard with local agency officials to assure that the limited resources available are
effectively used. Despite the Administration’s introduction of a Citywide 311 non- emergency
telephone system, the current tendency has been to revert to a more centralized system, thus
making it increasingly difficult for Community Boards to resolve problems and extract
information from decentralized management as intended in the New York City Charter. The end
result may be to increase the length of time in which problems are resolved. Although there has
been some restoration to Community Board budgets, the budgets have not yet been substantially
increased to meet demands of the ever-growing layer of bureaucracy, which has been created to
deal with Community Boards.

To fulfill their Charter-mandated responsibilities and continue to act as a government
“frontline,” the Boards must have the necessary resources to do so.
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NEEDED:

* Recognition of the critical role played by Community Boards with a provision
Jor budget adjustment and/or adequate funding to meet their responsibilities
to the community.

Please do not hesitate to call the Community Board 14 District office for further information or
clarification.

Respectfully submitted,
Doris Ortiz Alvin M. Berk

District Manager Chairman
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