














work. Fires are not uncommon, and the men and women of the Department and the EMS contingent
are on guard at all times. Nonetheless, they are not given the proper attention in that their firehouses
are often in need of corrective measures. Windows may be broken: but there are other construction
problems with the aging buildings. Then, too, there are regular movements of local fire personnel
to other sites, including Staten Island, leaving another firechouse, perhaps from another area, left to
watch the neighborhood. Equipment must be kept in a constant state of upgrade, with communica-
tion systems in top form. The responsibility of the local fire personnel, and EMS, must be treated
with the respect that is deserved, and the daily living quarters must be upgraded.

DEPT. OF HOMELESS SERVICES

The city must improve services that can assist the homeless population. The lack of adequate assis-
tance leads to problems that hamper the health of any community. C.B. #13 is bombarded with com-
plaints related to its high homeless population, a number perhaps far higher than the recent homeless
census indicated. There is little doubt that the state of homeless shelters terrifies those who might be
served at them. And problems for health and psychological help do not seem to reach out with seem-
ing success. Volunteers of America works closely with the 60th Precinct, the Parks Department, as
well as other agencies and other entities like the Community Board and Fire Department. Neverthe-
less, vigilance cannot be the only answer, because Police and VOA personnel respond to all com-
plaints sent into the C.B. #13 office and to the 60th Precinct. Two ravaging fires took place, probably
from homeless encampments beneath the Boards, at the sites of two Boardwalk restaurants — Tatiana
and Winter Garden. These two separate fires damaged the abutting apartment houses, proving hard-
ship for residents, as well as to the Boardwalk and the eateries that serve a wide populace. While a
homeless man or woman may be removed from a site, the same man or woman will return to it as
soon as possible. Sites along the Coney Island Creek, Ocean Parkway hillsides near Coney Island
Hospital, Ocean Parkway, Boardwalk Pavilions, Six Diamonds, Dreier-Offerman Park, the Bandshell
at Asser Levy, and even sidewalks in Brighton Beach are among the many sites where these emotion-
ally or physically damaged people haunt. Tents are found along with hot plates, mattresses, clothing,
papers, and, in one case, a working fax machine beneath the Boardwalk. All of this is unacceptable,
whether the site is Manhattan or Brooklyn or...... ! The Salt and Sea Mission, local churches, and
others may try to help solve problems, but they cannot do it alone. The homeless issue is a longtime
one in C.B. #13 and it must be properly addressed.

CITY SERVICES-CULTURAL AFFAIRS

As it was with Times Square decades ago, Coney Island gave birth to much of the cultural life
that turned the city into the hopeful destination for musicians, songwriters, actors, writers, paint-
ers, and performers of all varieties. Live theater — ethnic and English speaking — was common.
The Brighton Beach Theater, for example, played host, during its summer Subway Circuit season,
to plays and musicals featuring the greats of the theater, like Bert Lahr, Mae West, Betty Hutton,
Susan Peters, and nearly every performers who usually held sway on West 45th Street’s Theater
District. But they were not the only ones who could trace their background and/or performances
to the area, and the list is endless with names like Louis Gossett Jr. Barry Manilow, Neil Sedaka
(all former residents), along with the stars who appeared on stage at the Bandshell e.g. Liza Min-
nelli, Art Garfunkel, Linda Rondstadt, Natalie Cole, Dionne Warwick, The Village People, Debbie
Reynolds, and many many more. Movie theaters abounded as did jazz clubs in the past, and, at
least one or two people recall the appearance at the Atlantis on the Boardwalk by a very young and
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very talented songstress named Doris Day. Television, Robert Moses, and other events evicted
live theater, music, and more. Dick Zigun, many years later, brought Coney Island USA to the
area and opened the door to renewed theatrical and sideshow fun. The Everyman Company, as
noted previously, gave residents the opportunity to explore their desires for stage work, and many
of them stayed with the company even into its off-Broadway run at a Central Park West venue. To-
day., however, cultural lifestyles are alive but seldom supported. The Brighton Ballet was forced to
move to Kingsborough Community College. Local musicians struggle to find performing spaces,
although some found a welcome on the Boardwalk thanks to the understanding owners of Deno’s
Wonder Wheel Park and Astroland. The Russian population in Brighton Beach makes use of the
former Oceana Theater building where the term Millennium looms on the marquee.

Much more is needed. The arts, as well as athletics, are imperative to a healthy society giving
ample opportunities for the young and the adult residents. Certainly, the area of C.B. #13 can once
again shine with the kind of entertainment achievement as has been continued in Times Square.

CITY SERVICES — HEALTH

Coney Island Hospital is the mainstay facility serving C.B. #13, and its applauded new build-
ing and services alleviate anxiety in the communities it serves. Well regarded, the Hospital has
mounted campaigns for up-to-date equipment and services... and it has been succeeding well
beyond expectations. Together with its offshoot at the Neptune Ave. Ida Israel Center, the Hospital
provides treatment for all. But there are health problems that still plague the area. The HIV-AIDS
situation, still in the shadows, poses a threat. Pre- and post-natal care appears to be lacking or
ignored. Outreach on these issues is needed. Fears are evident among the elderly in particular re-
garding shortages of flu vaccines that occurred two years ago. Media hysteria about bird flu and
other ailments imported from distant lands does fuel additional anxiety among the residents. But
one of the most obvious threats is very visible — rats. Large dangerous rats are reported throughout
the district and not only along the obvious sites along the Creek or on weed-covered private — and
city owned — lots. These same lots may prove settlement sites for homeless, adding to the problem.
There are areas where garbage dumping is common...and often piled high. The Dept. of Sanita-
tion works diligently, but some of the trash-strewn sites are private property or land owned by such
agencies as the Transit Authority.

CITY SERVICES —YOUTH

There is a feeling of helplessness within the youth population of the District. The ramifications of
the revamped Department of Education confuse the students and their parents, and there are con-
stant queries about where local youngsters are being sent and how they can be kept in the neighbor-
hood. There is also concern about whether or not smaller schools can work, with Lafayette High
School, for example, becoming the Lafayette Campus with smaller schools being serviced therein.
But there are other problems, and they involve the lack of support for youth groups in Brighton
Beach, Coney Island, Gravesend, and Bath Beach. At one time, not in the long distant past, the
Community Board played a pivotal role in the on-site assessment of existing youth programs and
suggestions as to those that deserve funding. Meetings upon meetings were held after changes were
made in the applications for city funds and for allocations to small groups. It became evident that
a ‘well-heeled” organization, with the ability to hire professional writers of funding applications
was the ones that, sans Board involvement, would get the funding. Smaller units, operating at peak
efficiency but lacking the funds to purchase the services of a writer with the right words at his/her
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fingertips, lost out. C.B.#13 must hear the woes of groups affected by cutbacks, some of them to
the extent of annihilation. What can be done to safeguard functioning and threatened groups? How
can we all assist the work of the Brighton Neighborhood Assn., the JCC of greater Coney Island,
Grace-Gravesend Athletic Assn., Carey Gardens Boys and Girls Clubs, the Sharks, Youth DARES,
and scores more?? A new community center, heralded by CIDC, will rise in western Coney Island,
but it cannot possibly handle all of the needs of all of the groups not only in Coney Island but through-
out C.B. #13. Leadership is there, but funding is not. Schoolyards must be reopened to students, but
groups need support. The associations that support groups that use the fields at Dreier-Offerman and
Grady and Kaiser must receive assistance. IF, and only IF, there were mountains of funds available,
it would be agreed that an organization like Music Masters receive monies to stage its short stays at
local schools. Additional aid must be found to bring the Abe Stark Ice Skating Rink up-to-date and to
open it more often to young people who can enjoy the activity. But there are not funds enough. Youth
programs in sports and the arts must be supported if the next generation is to have more of a chance
at healthy lifestyles. Perhaps nothing is more important in the final analysis.

Changes obviously loom in the very near future for the neighborhoods of Community Board #13.
The city helped Times Square face its newer role in the changing world. Coney Island and Brigh-
ton Beach and Gravesend and Sea Gate and Bath Beach all deserve the same consideration. Their
histories echo the history of a nation. All that has been written in these pages must be unified into
a positive stride for the southern areas of Brooklyn.... New York City.. .US.A.

Warion Cleaver Clonct Teicherdbhal
Marion Cleaver Chuck Reichenthal
Chairwoman District Manager
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