








PARKS

During the past fiscal years, we saw the renovation of four of our local parks, Seth Low
Park, the 17th Avenue Park at Shore Parkway, Milestone Park which includes Garibaldi
Park and Satellite Park at New Utrecht Avenue and 71st Street. These four rehabilitation
projects have enhanced our community significantly. Residents of our neighborhoods
utilize the parks in great numbers. There is a tremendous need for additional personnel
to maintain our parks.

The Board would like to see the reconstruction of Bensonhurst Park with the inclusion
of a band shell. Our community would like to see an increase in quality entertainment.
A band shell will provide the proper facility for such functions.

One problem issue for the Board has been in the area of forestry. While Community
Board 11 this year will have many trees planted, there still exists a 3-4 year waiting time
to get trees pruned.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The Department of Transportation has prioritized many streets in our district, which
are in need of capital improvements. High priority should be given to the inclusion of the
streets surveyed by this department.

Provisions should be made for a milling machine as standard equipment to eliminate
ponding and flooding conditions in our district.

Community Board 11 opposes the proposed “Safety Initiative” on 86th Street. The
Department of Transportation needs to address pedestrian safety on Bay Parkway from
Shore Parkway to 61st Street, in order to prevent any additional fatalities.

As our priorities reflect, we would like to see high-density lighting installed on New
Utrecht Avenue between 61st Street and 86th Street. This commercial area is the only
corridor located under the elevated train that does not have these lights.

DEP

Planning, including storm, sanitary and drinking water data would be useful for the
waterfront area running east off Bay Parkway. This is needed to determine the extent of
development the area can reasonably sustain. |

SANITATION

There is a need for additional personnel and equipment, specifically to handle cleaning
activities. Too often on alternate side of the street sweeping days, no sweeper appears
due to mechanical failure.

There is also a need for an increase in Sanitation Police to attack the illegal dumping
in vacant lots in our Board area, which results in rat and mice infestation. This is quite
detrimental to the quality of life of residents living near these abandoned properties.
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POLICE

Over a period of years, the manpower level at the 62nd Precinct has increased.
However, a need for increased manpower still exists to a level where the patrol services can
adequately handle emergency calls. Last year our precinct handled 50,458 calls for service
and the number of calls is on the rise. It should be pointed out that that at times only three
radio cars patrol our approximately one hundred m..=s of streets and 149,000 people.

Our community has a large population of day laborers that congregate in front of
residential, as well as commercial locations. Recently the Mayor’s Office appointed the
New York City Temporary Commission on Day Laborer Job Centers. The Commission is
examining the feasibility of fostering public/private partnerships to develop and implement
job centers for day laborers in New York City. After a process of study and review, the
Commission will produce a report on its findings and recommendations on whether such
initiatives are feasible.

If our community is chosen as one of the locations for the job centers, how will the
Police Department keep the day laborers off the street and into the job centers?

Over the last several years, area residents have ongoing concerns regarding the
proliferation of large tractor-trailers travelling throughout the community. While legislation
has been enacted to increase the penalties to truckers that are off the designated truck
route, additional enforcement personnel are needed to ensure compliance.

There is also a need for additional traffic agents to address double parking conditions,
which exists on many of the bus routes.

FIRE

Community Board 11 supports upgrades to the communication equipment utilized by
the Fire Department to ensure the safety of its members.

We further ask that no cuts be made to the Fire Department’s budget.

HOUSING PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Through a state grant, the Bensonhurst Redevelopment Corporation was set up in our
community. This group has been assisting property owners in obtaining the necessary
funds to rehabilitate and modernize their buildings. It is vital that adequate assistance
be given to the Board through programs administered by the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development, particularly Article 8A loans and increase community
development funding for housing programs. Additionally, the Department should work
closely with the housing groups in our area.

HEALTH & HOSPITALS CORPORATION

Community Board 11 is in need of an ambulatory health care facility. Long distances
hamper the elderly population from easy access to Coney Island Hospital or Maimonides
Hospital. It is vital that health care be made more accessible by having an outreach clinic
in Community Board 11.
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EPARTMENT OF HEALTH

D
DEPARINVIENT OUF ACALITT

The Child Health Care Station at 8658 16th Avenue has been closed. Families from
our area must go to Luna Park for “well baby care’.

The Health Department must open a new facility in our area to accommodate the
needs of the families in our area.

HUMAN SERVICES

While the need for health and day care services in this area have been well documented
by our budget requests, services to prevent child abuse and neglect are emerging, as a
priority need. Expansions of services to older adults prevent unwarranted evictions and
other housing problems are also a need.

Community Board 11 supports programs for pregnant and parenting teens.
Programs such as these have been introduced recently and are needed in this area.

YOUTH SERVICES

Community Board 11 supports a variety of activities for youth, including community
based counseling, recreational, tutorial, and cultural programs.

However, the existing needs in our community far exceed the services available. Due to
the many problems faced by youth and the lower socioeconomic character of our community
today, increased services are needed in all of the above-mentioned categories.

Additional needs, which must be addressed, are free/low cost day care programs, job
opportunities for youths, summer programs/day camps at a reasonable cost, and, due to
the growing immigrant population, special programs for immigrant youth.

BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT
There is a need for an increase in the number of inspectors.

There has been an increase in the number of illegal activities, such as non-approved
construction, alterations and zoning violations and the lack of inspectors leads to a slow
response time in addressing these illegal activities. In addition, once a violation is written,
there is little follow-up on re-inspection and enforcement.

Community Board 11 believes that the Buildings Department needs to be given
increased enforcement authority. For example, in our Community District there are many
illegal curb cuts, which have received multiple violations. We believe that the Buildings

Department should be permitted to make the necessary repairs to restore these illegal
cuts and bill the property owner(s).

Changes need to be made regarding the issuance of building permits. Property owners

with serious Building Department violations should not be issued any new building permits
without first resolving the outstanding violations.
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CITY PLANNING

City Planning recently completed the re-zoning of most of the R6 designation within
Community Board 11. We would like City Planning to study the remaining portion of
Bensonhurst for possible re-zoning.

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION & TECHNOLOGY

Community Board 11 supports and lauds the newly implemented 311 system. A
mechanism needs to be incorporated that will enable Community Boards to obtain monthly
reports on-line regarding the complaints received and their dispositions.

TAXI & LIMOUSINE COMMISSION

Over the past several years communities like ours have seen an increase in the number
of livery base stations. Many of these locations are in business districts. Drivers often
are parking in metered spaces that are valuable to area small businesses. Increased
enforcement agents must be hired to address this problem, in order to monitor that the
off-street parking rules are being adhered to.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS

Community Board 11 supports the implementation of a more user friendly system for both
constituents and city agencies when dealing with the Department of Consumer Affairs.

Although there is a state law, which provides that gas stations must charge self -service
prices to handicapped drivers. In NYC, gas station operators often do not comply with
this law. The Department of Consumer Affairs must provide regulations outlining the gas
stations responsibility, as well as, making sure that the appropriate signs are posted.

Respectfully submitted,

Howard Feuer William R. Guarinello

District Manager Chairman

e-mail: info@brooklyncb11.org
www.brooklyncb11.org
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