











The City should review regulatory policies toward private facilities, in yvhich,
homeless individuals reside such as, the Greenpoint Hotel. Also, the City must insure
that adequate support services are provided to maintain the safety of surrounding
residents and to minimize quality of life problems.

Community Board No. 1 vehemently opposed the Department of Homeless
Services' and the Doe Fund’s advancement of a shelter at 89-111Porter Avenue. We are
truly saddened that the Appellate division failed to find merit for appeal when the City
found a loophole in the ULURP process and sited this "homeless" shelter in the heart of
a city designated "in place industrial park"

HEALTH
WOODHULL MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CENTER

The Board believes that all steps must be taken to improve the quality of services
delivered at the facility. We also urge that Health and Hospitals Corporation’s Brooklyn
Regionalization Plan continues in such a way that it will not in any terms undermine
the integrity of Woodhull as a full fledged hospital. We continue to encourage the
administrators at this facility to advise Community Board No. 1 of its needs.

AMBULATORY CARE

With the closure of Greenpoint Hospital came a strong commitment to this
community from HHC to provide medical services to the district by maintaining two
clinics within the confines of Community Board No. 1. As a result of this commitment,
two satellite facilities were established by the Woodhull Medical and Mental Health
Center. As we stated in previous years, we believe that the clinic at 960 Manhattan
Avenue presented "a positive action that was, providing a valuable health resource in the
North Greenpoint Community". To the dismay of CB #1, this satellite facility was closed
as its lease expired. The Board strongly advocated for its reopening in the immediate
community. The Greenpoint satellite was eventually located to a newly renovated facility
at the ground floor of 875 Manhattan Avenue.

The 279 Graham Avenue location of the Williamsburg Satellite with bigger
quarters and expanded services has worked well. The under-served Southside
community could also greatly benefit by having a clinic within its confines and HHC
should explore establishing an additional site for this segment of the district.

PEST CONTROL

Community Board No. 1 remains concerned about an increase of the rodent
population in the district. The City must promptly address this epidemic on a community-
by-community level. Steps should be taken to regularly bait problem areas and
coordinate efforts with the MTA/NYC Transit and other city agencies that are responsible
for their own pest control. The Health Department must initiate aggressive programs to
address the urgency of this dilemma and install checks and measures to monitor and
insure that the MTA/NYC Transit are in fact involved in a pest control program.

Demolition, new construction, and street reconstruction have greatly increased in
our district. These activities are known for creating problems with rodents and other

pests. It is vital that pest control measures are strictly adhered to and that these sites are
monitored for compliance.
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It has been noted Community Board No.1 has several transfer stations located
within its confines and these facilities are seen as a major draw for rodents and other
pests.

We continue to support the Department of Health's efforts to inhibit the growth of
mosquito infestation and combat the spread of the deadly West Nile Virus. The constant
flow of water in the bowels of the abandoned McCarren Park Pool facility poses a
recurring threat of West Nile Virus to the Greenpoint/Williamsburg and surrounding

community.

RECENT HEALTH TRENDS

Community Board No. 1 ranks third out of the 59 districts citywide with a high
number of asthma cases. We remain concerned about the epidemic rise in cases of
asthma in the district. Funds must be earmarked for additional testing, education and
specialized treatment. Several years ago there was a CDC cancer and asthma study
conducted in this District and we strongly support a new, updated study be carried out.
In addition, the DEP ought to conduct a study of air and traffic pollution (which is
particularly bad in our District) and their environmental and health impacts.

We continue to support efforts by the Department of Health & Mental Hygiene,
DEP and HPD to thwart lead poisoning as it is a very serious condition, especially for
children. Children with lead poisoning may develop health, learning and behavior
problems. Education about lead poisoning is important so that people can make their
homes safe and healthy as well as learn about treatment and access to testing.

Recent reports about AIDS in New York City have yielded the following figures
for Community Board No. 1: the rates of new HIV diagnosis in Greenpoint and
Williamsburg-Bushwick health districts range 0.50 & 1.30 per 1,000 persons/population.
The combined rates for our district are above the rates for Brooklyn (0.68), New York
City (0.84) and the US (1.14). Rates of people living with HIV & AIDS show Greenpoint
at 5.5 and Williamsburg-Bushwick at 12.1 per 1,000 persons/population which again, is
above the rates for Brooklyn (6.4), NYC (9.2) and US (3.2). We urge that the medical
community continue addressing this grave disease and that additional programs be
developed toward prevention, education and treatment. As the only New York City
hospital within blocks of Community Board No. 1 Woodhull Hospital must be aggressive
in addressing the needs of all of our constituents.

We raised concern about contagious diseases which could spread from localized
outbreaks such as meningococcal disease (meningitis), shigellosis, tuberculosis, and
hepatitis. Ve urge our health officials to careful document these cases, provide curative
measures and conduct public education to increase awareness about recognizing
symptoms, carrying out prevention and accessing treatment.

We urge that additional resources be allocated to prepare for outbreaks of avian
influenza (bird flu) which is being noted by world health officials as a possible pandemic.

Community Board No. 1 is also deeply concerned about the rising instances of
diabetes, cardiovascular, heart disease, high cholesterol and osteoporosis in Greenpoint
and Williamsburg. We urge the City to provide additional funds and programs for diet
therapy, nutritional support and education for our district. Additional women's health
services (such as a clinic with birthing rooms) are needed in our community.
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TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

TRANSPORTATION BLUEPRINT STUDY

Community Board No. 1's position on a comprehensive study has shifted.
Recent, promisin-; dialogue with the Deputy Mayor of Economic Development’s staff,
NYC DOT staff, and MTA-NYC Transit staff, indicates that we can instead collaborate on
fast-tracking several needed improvements for Community Board No. 1, and work as a
team to prioritize budget monies for Community Board No.1's transportation
infrastructure needs. We would prefer to apply available study funds to funding actual
projects instead, and look forward to a continuing, close working relationship with the
City’s Administration to realize Community Board No. 1's goals for adequate mass
transit, safer streets, more accessible and safer walking and biking environments, and
better driving and parking conditions for delivery trucks and motorists. We urge the City
and State to budget money to adequately forecast transit and traffic growth projections,
so we can plan accordingly. ¥ :

It must be stressed that the time for sitting back is ended. We no longer need a
proactive approach, but a reactive one! The L train is so overcrowded that commuters
are turning toward alternate sources that are already beyond capacity (i.e. G train line;
cross town buses). In addition, many of our bus routes are so convoluted that they fail to
provide direct and expedient access to key commuter hub points. The failure of the
Administration to respond to our mass transit crisis is a shameful blot on its legacy.

BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT

Since Community Board No. 1 is nearly surrounded by the East River and the
Newtown Creek, it is not surprising that the quality of our local bridges remain
continuing concerns. Emphasis must be placed on adequate continued coordination
(access/egress) to our community during any upcoming construction work. \We must
express deep concern about traffic impacts on the community during any bridge
reconstruction. We urge that such construction proceed with on-going monthly
maximum community input. There have been repeated delays on work to reconstruct the
Grand Street (Penny Bridge). We urge that this work progress and that every effort is
made to ensure that there are adequate safety measures and detours in place. The
Grand Street Bridge is particularly dangerous as the narrow width of the bridge does not
allow for two lanes of vehicles, especially trucks, to pass at the same time. Community
Board No. 1 supports the alternative which is a Steel "Basket Handle" Tied Arch design.
This project must precede the Kosciuszko Bridge reconstruction agenda.

The City-Wide need to upgrade its East River bridges is of great concern to
the Board as it relates to the Williamsburg Bridge. Its closing in 1988 caused both traffic
and economic hardship to the surrounding community. This century old landmark literally
opened North Brooklyn to Manhattan and, through the implementation of the extensive
repairs contained in BR-253, will continue to serve the people of the City for at least a
century to come.

An issue of particular concern is the upgrading of the pedestrian walkway that
serves as a vital link with the Lower East Side. Work on the both walkway and bikeway
is nearing completion. All efforts must be made to ensure the implementation of
improvements, which should, as much as possible, aim to enhance security on these

38



paths. This includes installation of emergency call boxes and cameras on these
stretches. Community Board No. 1 requests the City to directly involve it with all
discussions on repair, design and plans for all bridges in the district as they are being
developed, not after the fact. \We continue to support the safer methods and
construction protocols that have come forward to remove lead paint, including testing
and clean-up of any contaminants needed with this type of construction work. We urge
continued adherence to these strict and comprehensive protocols in order to provide
the best protection for our community's residents as well as those who work here.

BROOKLYN-QUEENS EXPRESSWAY (BQE) RENOVATION

Community Board No. 1 is actively involved in both the review of plans and
construction phases of the renovation of the Brooklyn Queens Expressway situated
between Metropolitan Avenue and Kingsland Avenue. We have found that the
inclusion of an independent engineer for the community in this project was a valuable
resource.

Through a carefully structured partnership of Community Board No. 1's Ad Hoc
Committee, City and State agencies, elected officials, Ombuds office and the
independent engineer, this project was delivered on target, without extensive cost
overruns while meeting a multitude of community concerns. This partnership is a
model that must continue in future projects. We particularly look forward to a similar
relationship with New York State DOT in reconstructing the Kosciuszko Bridge (inclusive
of a drainage plan). The New York City Department of Transportation must also conduct
immediate detour studies so that this project could commence with little impact on
vehicular traffic/pedestrian flow including, but not limited, to the widening of the Grand
Street Bridge.

Community Board No. 1 remains opposed to condemnation of any property with
the implementation of the Kosciuzsko Bridge's reconstruction. In response to the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) both Community Board No. 1 and the Brooklyn
Borough President requested that NYSDOT pay attention to the following issues:

e BR-5 alternative (bridge replacement with a permanent bridge on the eastbound
side) is superior to replacement of the existing bridge to other bridge replacement
alternative and appears to provide the best combination of improved physical and
performance attributes

* The allowance for an Independent Engineer in the contract. This bridge spans the
Newtown Creek. It is a major connection to the BQE and for those persons traveling
to or from Queens. An independent consultant funded with this construction project is
a must for this community as it will be greatly impacted by the future work to improve
the structure and its approaches. It is the Community Board’s experience, gained
with the major reconstruction of the BQE (in the early 1990’s), that the independent
engineer connected with this project was a most invaluable resource that greatly
served the community providing engineering and technical knowledge.

e Traffic and noise conditions - abatement of traffic and noise conditions on Meeker
Avenue needs to be addressed collaboratively by both NYC and NYS DOT.

e To address ftraffic conditions on Meeker Avenue; consider/study feasibility of
extending Meeker Avenue across Newtown Creek to form a continuous service road

e Study suggested detours as part of the construction period impacts.
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o Address community’s concerns about any contingency arising from the underground
oil spill during the construction period.

e The development of a benefit/cost ratio for each alternative as a means to
standardize comparisons of the alternatives.

There are continued serious problems with the BQE at Vandervoort Avenue
because the radius for turns is insufficient, especially the left turning point. The
intersection of Morgan Avenue and Meeker Avenue (westbound) needs serious re-
thinking as the fork condition creates a hazard for both pedestrians and motorists.

Continued maintenance of the BQE is extremely lacking, decking of the viaduct
and rutting of the asphalt on both the roadway and exit/entrance ramps is obviously
apparent and severely lacking of regular maintenance.

STREET RECONSTRUCTION/PLANNING

The deplorable physical state of our local streets is an ongoing problem. It is
essential that the City prioritize the street reconstruction projects scheduled for
Community Board No. 1.

The Board is pleased to note that the work planned for the section of Manhattan
Avenue between Ash Street and the Newtown Creek bulkhead has made excellent
progress, particularly with the construction of the park along the bulkhead.

Reconstruction of Flushing Avenue and the Kent Avenue/Franklin Street projects
are underway. While DOT has distributed updates to the Board, we note that it often is

not sent to us in a timely enough manner for further distribution throughout the
community. -

Additionally, we welcome DOT to join us at occasional transportation committee
meetings to update the public on the progress of these projects. We have learned,
particularly through the Kent Avenue/Franklin Street project, that unforeseen traffic
problems can arise, such as the heavy truck volumes which suddenly were routed onto
Calyer Street. In the case of Calyer Street, an excellent resolution was put forth by
Calyer Street residents: Banker Street was converted from a northbound one way street
to a two-way street. The truck traffic was diverted onto this primarily industrial corridor,
offering Calyer Street residents immediate relief.

It is clear that the most successful street reconstruction projects are those that
are planned with close collaboration with the community, and we urge DOT to work with
the Board to continue to reach out well in advance of these projects, as well as
throughout construction.

The industrial zone situated beneath the Kosciuszko Bridge is in dire need of
repair. Although it is currently M1-3 industrial space, the development potential of this
area — either residential, commercial or industrial — is severely restricted by an
inadequate infrastructure. Some streets have either never been paved, or had sewers
installed underneath them. The Board has worked closely with all affected City agencies
to develop a plan for the comprehensive revitalization of this area, and we urge that the
needs of this area be included in the budget.

Last year there were a number of cave-ins and sinkholes that occurred within
Community Board No. 1. We have a high rate of potholes. We ask DEP and DOT to
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collaborate, to determine the cause(s) of these cave-ins, and work with the Board on
long-term solutions. ®

SEWER CONSTRUCTION

As one of Brooklyn's oldest communities, Community District No. 1 naturally
suffers from a terribly outdated and inadequate sewer system. The continued upgrading
and replacement of our sewers remains an on-going necessity. The stretch of Graham
Avenue, from Meeker Avenue to Metropolitan Avenue, continues to be plagued by foul
sewer odors that emanate from the catch basins. To date, DEP has not been able to
resolve the condition. An additional unresolved sewer related matter is DEP’s failure to
step up to the plate and aggressively correct numerous cave-in conditions from previous
sewer pipe work that now requires trench restoration. These are sites where there was
inadequate shoring, or wood shoring that was never removed and decayed causing
underground subsurface voids which have subsequently collapsed. The Department of
Environmental Protections continues to drag its feet in this matter while every day
these conditions worsen and present public safety hazards.

Community Board No. 1 has forwarded the following locations since 1999 to
receive priority attention:

Catherine Street between Metropolitan Avenue and Grand Street
Clymer Street between Wythe and Bedford Avenues

Conselyea Street between Graham and Manhattan Avenues
Division Avenue between Berry Street and Wythe Avenue
Eckford Street between Norman and Nassau Avenues

Grand Street between Humboldt Street and Morgan Avenue
Maujer Street between Lorimer Street and Union Avenue
Meserole Street between Lorimer Street and Union Avenue
Montrose Avenue between Union Avenue and Bushwick Place
Moore Street between Humboldt Street and Manhattan Avenue
North 6™ Street between Driggs Avenue and Roebling Street
Olive Street between Grand and Powers Streets

Powers Street between Catherine and Olive Streets

Rutledge Street between Bedford/Marcy/Lee Avenues

Scholes Street between Morgan and Union Avenues

Skillman Avenue between Humboldt Street and Graham Avenue
Ten Eyck Street at Lorimer Street

Withers Street between Woodpoint Road and Humboldt Street

In another portion of the District, the area directly under and north of the Kosciuszko
Bridge continues to be forgotten and floods constantly with the free-fall drainage from
the BQE. This item also needs to be promptly addressed by the responsible
environmental agencies of both the City and State.

THE ENVIRONMENT

WATER QUALITY

Because of our extensive waterfront, Community Board No. 1 has in the past,
vigorously supported all efforts to clean the waters of the East River and Newtown
Creek. The success of these efforts is indicated by the substantial water quality
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improvement that has occurred in the East River, a development that greatly enhances
the recreational potential of the waterfront. In recent years, ducks, geese and swans
have been observed to be nesting along North I13th Street. Looking ahead, our
commitment to the goals of high water quality remains as strong as ever, and the Board
will vigorously oppose all efforts to retreat from this principle.

Our Board hosts the largest sewage treatment plant in the eastern United States
and the cost of its upgrading is $3.5 billion and approximately $60 million is being spent
to retrofit the old DOS MTS facility/construct a loading facility on Whale Creek for
pumping and shipping out the plant's sludge. Quite frankly, DEP is not a good neighbor
to Greenpoint and Williamsburg. Greenpoint Avenue surrounding the plant continues to
flood.

Community Board No. 1 has not changed its position to oppose any expansion
of the Newtown Creek Water Pollution Plant that would allow for an increase in the
capacity of secondary treatment. We have recently reviewed items under ULURP
regarding DEP's plans to upgrade the facility. This complex undertaking to upgrade the
plant was approved by Community Board No. 1 with conditions and an amenities
package to be included. A monitoring committee chaired by former Councilman Fisher
has spearheaded the Board's commitment to this process. Kingsland Avenue was to be
widened from Greenpoint Avenue towards the northern end of the street as part of slated
improvements to enhance traffic flow and safety. However, this reconstruction work has
not occurred and this lack of progress is of paramount concern for CB #1. Any contract

penalties should be directed to the Community and not funneled into the DEP's general
fund.

DEP is to demolish the sludge storage tank at Dupont Street. In previous plans,
the material was to be pumped away via an underground pipe system. However, the
agency changed its plans and instead would continue a barging operation to remove
sludge from the Greenpoint WPCP. This project will establish a new sludge loading
facility at a site on Whale Creek and the MTS operation will utilize new specially
designed barges and tugboats that will reportedly fit under the Pulaski Bridge.

CB #1 feels that the application is an important step towards the realization of the
parks and open space component of the Williamsburg/Greenpoint rezoning. However,

our support is contingent upon DEP mitigating the landfill component of the project
locally and not at a site in Jamaica Bay.

MOBIL OIL UNDERGROUND SPILL

Community Board No. 1 urges the continued monitoring by NYC DEP and NYS
DEC of the 1990 Mobil Oil Consent Order to remediate the free product plume in the
Greenpoint area of Brooklyn.

As required by the Consent Order, in 1990 and 1991 Mobil performed a site
assessment to determine the magnitude of the free-product plume and subsequently
developed a remedial action plan to recover the free-product. The Off-Site Product
Recovery System was designed from 1991 through 1993. Permits and approvals for
construction of the facility were obtained from the NYS DEC, the NYC Department of
Buildings and the NYC Fire Department in 1993 and 1994 at which time construction of
the facility began. The Off-Site Free Product Recovery System began operation on
September 1, 1995 and over 643,246 gallons of free-products have been recovered by
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the system as of Fall 1997. Between 5 and 10 million of gallons of groundwater are
pumped and treated monthly.

Additionally, since the 1980's, product recovery booms have been installed in
Newtown Creek along the Peerless Importers bulkhead and since 1979 Mobil has
been recovering free-product from on-site monitoring wells. By January 1999
6,706,654 million gallons of free product was recovered from on-site operations (with
1,564,326 gallons recovered of the cumulative product for off-site product plume). NYS
DEC relates that over 9 million gallons have been recovered to date (according to a
report by the US Coast Guard 9,106,000 gallons were recovered as of March 31, 2006).
In 2004, Riverkeeper (an independent, member-supported environmental organization
founded 40 years ago) has filed suit in federal court against Exxon/Mobil for a the spill.

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation reports that
there has been a noticeable slow down of seepage into the Newtown Creek at the end of
Meeker Avenue and that product recovery is expected to continue for a few more years.
Community Board No. 1 demands that recovery activities must continue until all of the
spilled product is removed from beneath Community District No. 1 and that the board be
updated quarterly by the New York City Department of Environmental Protection and
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation as to the removal progress.

Revenues from the recovery of the petroleum products should be directed to the
Community. .

SANITATION

ENFORCEMENT STAFFING/ILLEGAL DUMPING

Over the past years over 41 transfer stations have been opened within
Community District 1. Today 53% of all C&D, fill and putrescible waste transfer stations
in Brooklyn and 25% in New York City exist in Community Board No 1. These numbers
translate into a population of 17 permitted transfer stations presently doing business in
the district. This makes our district the most heavily impacted area in the entire City.

We urge that strong regulatory policies be developed, enforcement be strict and
unpermitted stations closed. Environmental impact area reviews should also be
required, not only site reviews. We consider the newer threat to our environment
posed by the transfer stations to represent an immediate challenge that must be
addressed by government, and urge, that a policy be developed that requires Special
Permits and require Environmental Impact Statements. These statements need to look
at the cumulative impacts, not just the impact of a proposed facility. As we have far
more than our fair share of the garbage industry, we seek to have no new transfer
stations sited and built in our District.

To aid with the enforcement of truck traffic and pertinent regulations, we urge the
use of additional weighing stations in the District.

Community Board No. 1 has reached out to elected officials to declare a
moratorium on the siting or expansion of any existing or future facilities in the district and
on any land on the waterfront as a marine transfer station.

One of the major sanitation problems facing Community Board No. 1 is illegal
dumping, which in many portions of the district, has reached epidemic proportions. It is
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essential that sufficient Sanitation Police be assigned to our community to vigorously
combat these problems. No other Sanitation enforcement issue should be given higher
priority in Community Board No. 1 than illegal dumping, on both streets, vacant lots and
into waterways, including the policing of transfer statinns. Additional enforcement police
must be assigned to end illegal dumping. We have - 1gly urged that the Department of
Sanitation reopen our neighborhood Self-Help Dur: - > provide access by residents as
this will deter illegal discarding of household materiais.

We oppose any reduction in staff and urge upgrading of the present street
collection policy. We applaud the policy to initiate/increase refuse collection at public
housing sites and large Mitchell Lama Development (Lindsay Park Houses). The
establishment of a special unit to handle refuse collection at schools is also strongly
supported by the Board. This program should be expanded to parochial schools and
other not-for-profit organizations.

RECYCLING AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

We continue to support the weekly collection schedule for recycling. Any
consideration of a new Solid Waste Management Plan, including the Marine Transfer
Station in Greenpoint, should be done in close consultation with the Board. DOS must
aggressively pursue the abuse of corner wire baskets. Many baskets are overflowing on
a daily basis thus detracting from the area’s scorecard ratings.

llegal postering is out of control and can be seen on the district’s streets (light
poles, traffic sign rails and vacant wall spaces). The practice proves to be unsightly and
promotes litter. Enforcement has been requested to help stem the proliferation, however,
there appears to be no response by the Department of Sanitation.

SANITATION GARAGES

The construction of a new garage to serve Community District 1 and 4 continues
to go forward and we look forward to its completion. At the same time, the Department
of Sanitation must expeditiously act to relocate the K-3 Sanitation Garage into a new
location in Community District #3 and no longer be situated in our district. Sanitation
trucks serving BK3 can be seen parked in residential areas including in front of fire
hydrants on/about BK3. We have repeatedly stated these concerns about the BKS3
facility and called for this practice to cease immediately. As it now stands, our district
hosts no fewer than three sanitation garages, and the K-3 facility negatively impacts the
adjacent residential community to an intolerable degree. The Department of Sanitation
must take immediate corrective action to relocate these garages to their respective
districts as per co-terminality guidelines and not juggle them within the confines of

Community Board No. 1. The DOS projected relocation of BK3 to the old BK4 site is
completely unacceptable.

CHERRY STREET SALT PILE

The relocation of the Cherry Street Salt Pile must be done as expeditiously as
possible. This open storage of salt had impeded a local business deal with the City's
Office of Economic Development since 2001 and has prevented a business expansion
and creation of new jobs for our local community. In addition it is there illegally with

no formal approval, salt runoff from this site continues to negatively impact this
area .
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN

COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

In the past Community Board No. 1 has greatly benefited from the excellent
activities of no fewer than seven commercial revitalization programs, Grand-Metro,
Graham Avenue, Bedford Avenue, Havemeyer-Grand, Broadway West, Lee Avenue and
Manhattan Avenue which have done much to further stabilize and strengthen these
active shopping-strips. In addition, the Moore Street Market has received extensive
renovations and is open for business activities. We urge continued support for these
endeavors in future years.

Without question (jobs) industry constitutes the economic backbone of
Community District No. 1, and a substantial percentage of our residents are still
employed by local industries. While Greenpoint/Williamsburg has shared in the City-
wide decline of manufacturing jobs and suffers from chronic security, sanitation, facility
and infrastructure problems, the core itself is strong and, with proper governmental
support, should endure and prosper in the coming years. Undoubtedly, along with new
residential development should come accommodating and appropriate commercial
services to sustain the fundamental growth of all mixed-use neighborhoods (such as
grocery stores, affordable eating establishments and clothing shops/boutiques). Such
support could include capitalizing on local economic empowerment zones and tax credit
programs to provide incentives for businesses to remain in the District.

MOORE STREET MARKET

Community Board No. 1 was outraged to learn just a few months ago that EDC
had taken action to close the market within a few months, and that the vendors have
been put on notice to be out by June 2007. Reportedly, the site would be free then for
future development. There was no prior contact with our Board on this matter.

We reminded the Administration that the Moore Street Market plays a vital part in
the community by providing both jobs and consumer goods for area residents and
shoppers City wide. The role of this market is woven tightly into the ethnic fabric of our
neighborhood and thusly represents a unique historic shopping Mecca. These retail
markets were traditionally designed to the assist the pushcart small businesses to
operate off the city streets and into safe clean environments. The markets have evolved
and represent physical and entrepreneurial landmarks today. It is highly outrageous that
EDC chose to backdoor the elimination of our local market, exclude the community’s
input, and put at risk the long term livelihood of local businesspersons. Community
Board No. 1 supports the landmarking of this institution so that it would be around for
generations to come.

We have recently learned that the merchants have been granted a terminal
extension for one year. This is merely an extension of time and not a solution to
the problem.

EDUCATION
We support an overall master planning effort for the Department of Education’s

District 14. With the acknowledged change in student population, schools in our district
must be retooled to address the ever changing needs.
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We continue to support our area schools and their needs that were previously
related to our Board: outfitting each school with a science laboratory and to provide
wireless computers and stations for the schools within the Community School District.
We continue to support (1) After School, Saturday, Summer Instructional and
Recreational Programs; and (2) Repair, Refinishment of our area's School Buildings. In
the past, budget cuts to several capital projects caused them to be eliminated in a
number of schools and many educational programs were either ceased or reduced as
well as staff connected with those programs.

We are concerned about the need for student protection and support all
recognized security programs approved by the Department of Education to protect our
children.

A maijor push by parents, community residents and teachers to reorganize the
academically declining Comprehensive Eastern District High School proved to be quite
successful as the 850 Grand Street Campus facility was instituted. In 1996 the Board of
Education started three smaller schools, also called academies, that focused on
particular themes of study (Progress HS for Professional Careers; Enterprise Business
HS: and the School for Legal Studies), and eventually phased out Eastern District High
School. Since that time, several other smaller schools were established in our district:
The Academy for Young Writers; Williamsburg Preparatory School; Williamsburg HS for
Architecture and Design; El Puente Academy for Peace and Justice; Harry Van Arsdale
HS GED: Green School: An Academy for Environmental Careers; and charter schools:
Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School; Williamsburg Charter HS (“Beginning with
Children” was a pioneer charter school in our community for elementary school age
youngsters. It grew out of a private partnership with Pfizer and opened its doors in
September 1992). \We look forward to our educational facilities having future success in
serving the educational needs of our children.

It has been reported by the Department of City Planning that according to the
2000 Census, out of the total district's population, in the group 5 years and over: 89,085
persons are proficient and 57,775 are not proficient in English. Those persons not
proficient in English had another language spoken at home. Roughly 46.5% spoke
Spanish/Spanish Creole; 20.8 % spoke Polish; 20.5% spoke Yiddish (with the remainder
percentage scattered in other categories). We encourage programs that will assist
persons with attaining better English proficiency skills.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Community Board No. 1 contains four public libraries (Greenpoint, Bushwick,
Leonard and Marcy Avenue branches) which provide a variety of services for the
community. We support their needs for enhanced equipment, computer linkages,
increased book budgets and physical improvements.

The Leonard Branch is seeking to construct a ramp and elevator as well as other
sorely needed improvements for this aging Carnegie branch. We support their efforts to
have the facility wheelchair accessible. Greenpoint Branch is an existing facility that can
no longer accommodate the growing needs of the community in terms of function and
programming and the construction of a new facility, on its current footprint, is being
sought. It is most encouraging to see that these facilities are being highly used by both

young and older residents alike. CB #1 strongly opposes cuts to the budgets for our
libraries.
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MASS TRANSIT

Mass transit is inadequate to meet the needs of our district. Local bus service is
frequently delayed because of overall traffic congestion. Overcrowding on the L train is
so severe that riders often must allow 2, 3, or more trains before they can board; while
on the G train, growing ridership is straining the limits of the current 4-car trains and the
service schedule, which is that of a non-rush-hour service schedule.

MTA-NYC Transit's E/F/G/V service change in 2001, which terminated the
northbound G line at Court Square on weekdays, interfered with many commutes;
service has deteriorated further: the MTA indicated that the G would run its full route on
weekends, but on any given weekend, that is not the case. G riders suffer from short,
overcrowded trains and a halved line most of the time. For those North Brooklyn
commuters who solely depend on the G, improved service must be a priority. The Board
has read with interest — not to mention a sense of irony — that the V line has the lowest
ridership in the entire system — lower, even, than the G line, which makes far fewer
stops.

In 2001, the G line was shortened from its then-6 subway car trains to its present
4-car trains in order to supply the newly created V line. Since the V line has been so
clearly underutilized since its inception and since the crowding on the G has increased
dramatically with no downward trend in sight, the Board recommends that MTA-NYC
Transit reallocate subway cars from the V line and returning them to the G line to offer
relief for G line riders.

Everyone agrees that the extreme ridership growth on the L train seems to have
caught many agencies by surprise although we have been consistently warning them to
expect this shift for several years now. We understand that more cars are on their way,
but in the meantime, district residents and businesses are frustrated by the increasing
unreliability of L service. The Board recommends that the MTA-NYC Transit consider
implementing an express-style L train, running in morning peak hours from Myrtle-
Wyckoff to 8" Avenue, and in evening peak hours from 8" Avenue to Broadway
Junction. This would allow the L train fleet to turn around more quickly and service more
riders.

We must also express our concern about delays in local bus service. Our bus
schedules have been changed, and combined with increased traffic, our bus riders are
waiting longer than ever for many routes, such as (but not limited to) the B24, B48 and
Q59. Given the changes in our community — notably the increases in our nightlife, with
many visitors to our galleries, restaurants, night clubs, boutiques, and our slowly-
developing waterfront parks — we are seeing more ridership on local bus service, and
ask the DOT and MTA-NYC Transit to develop a service plan to meet ridership demand.

We are pleased that MTA-NYC Transit has begun to install smaller, more
streamlined bus shelters; we plan to request more bus shelters, now that the odds are
better that they can be accommodated at certain bus stops.

We note that the City and State are collaborating on a Bus Rapid Transit pilot
project; the proposed Brooklyn route terminates at Williamsburg Bridge Bus Plaza, which
is within the Community Board No. 1 district. \We believe it would be beneficial to CB #1
residents if the BRT could extend over the Williamsburg Bridge, so that CB #1 residents
could also use the service to reach Manhattan.

47



Given our growth, transportation along the District's waterfront needs to be
planned now. The DOT and MTA-NYC Transit must take an aggressive, proactive
approach. The implementation of a new bus route along Kent Avenue would provide a
much-needed service to our district, and complement service provided by other routes,
such as the B61.

With the siting of the MTA’s revenue depot at 46-25 Metropolitan Avenue,
Community District #1 has been inundated with armored trucks flying through residential
areas. The MTA must take immediate action in advising their drivers to adhere to truck
route designations.

The addition of water transportation, such as ferries and water taxis, must be
encouraged with any new development on the waterfront. ® \We urge the formulation of
an MTA “Needs Assessment” panel to review the service in our district and make much
needed service changes to better serve our community and the Authority.

COMMUNITY BOARDS

Community Board No. 1 still lacks adequate funding. The meager budget
provided for our board does not keep pace with inflation and any increased operating
costs. The costs for acquiring much needed newer technology, computer software,
upgraded hardware as well as internet/web access capabilities is expensive. Our only
restorative measure for our budget was in 1997, when a portion of the funds were
restored by the New York City Council; however, it did not provide the Board with a full
complement. In order to continue delivering the Board's mission per the 1989 revised
City Charter, we oppose any cuts to the Board's budget, and instead, advocate strongly
for increased allocations.

CONCLUSION

Community Board No. 1 is prepared to discuss each of the items addressed in
this Statement of Community District Needs. Please do not hesitate to contact us. In
closing, we trust, that the City of New York will act favorably upon the items contained in
this report or advise reasons for not implementing the needs of the Greenpoint-
Williamsburg Community.

Respectfully submitted,

Wasit Vit

VINCENT V. ABATE DEL PEKA RALD
CHAIRMAN THIRD VICE ISTR
CHAIRPERSO

I;'ozotanotes:
@@ incorporating comments submitted by CB #1’s Transportation Committee Chair
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